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Lincoln  Pennies 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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HEAD  OF  LINCOLN  TO  BE 
USED  ON  POPULAR  COINS 

By  ihc  Associated  Preee  K\0^\ 

Washington,  Feb.  1.  —  President 
Roosevelt  has  given  his  consent  to 
the  placing  of  the  head  of  Lincoln 
on  one  of  the  popular  coins.  He  con- 
ferred today  with  Director  Leach  of 
the  mint  about  the  matter  and  the 
details  aru  now  under  advisement.  It 
is  probable  that  the  half  dollar  piece 
will  be  selected  as  the  coin  to  bear 
the  Lincoln  head. 


If,  as  is  now  proposed,  the  head  ofj 
Lincoln  is  placed  on  half  dollars,  j 
there  will  be  less  complaint  against ; 
the  elimination  of  Lincoln's  portrait  ■ 
from  regular  issues  of  postage  stamps. 1 
 £  -  •  *  ■ 


Where  the  Sculptor  Comes  In 

SOME  newspapers— notably  Democratic  ones— think 
the  President  exercises  too  much  power.  That  the 
executive  branch  of  government  coerces  the  legislative  has 
been  a  standing  complaint  since  Washington's  time.  In 
the  late  reign,  of  glorious  memory,  complaints  on  this 
score  were  especially  numerous  and  bitter.  The  portly 
person  who  now  fills  the  throne  with  Scriptural  measure 
recently  demonstrated  that  he  knows  how  to  impress  his 
views  effectively  upon  Congress. 

About  a  month  ago  the  Government  began  minting  a 
new  cent.  The  coin  is  quite  as  useful  as  the  old  cent  and 
incomparably  better  looking.  But  it  bears  the  head  of 
Lincoln  in  place  of  the  old,  fake  Indian  head.  Lincoln 
was  a  President.  So  here  was  a  fresh  and  most  outrageous 
Presidential  usurpation— typifying,  in  the 
words  of  one  excited  Southern  contemporary,  "the  trans- 
mogrification of  the  republic  into  an  empire."  It  is  notori- 
ous, however,  that  Lincoln  is  dead,  so  he  could  not  logically 
be  blamed.  As  his  memory  enjoys  an  unusual  degree  of 
popular  favor,  to  blame  him  would  be  inconvenient,  any- 
way. But  the  designer  of  the  coin— following  a  well- 
established  and  admirable  precedent— had  put  his  initials 
in  minute  letters  on  the  die,  and  the  designer  is  alive. 
Hence  the  patriotic  necessity  of  taking  a  fall  out  of  him 
is  obvious — not  because  his  design  is  not  excellent,  nor 
because  there  is  the  slightest  reasonable  objection  to  his 
signing  it  with  his  initials;  but  because  this  new  cent 
happened  to  drop  right  on  that  exceedingly  sore  spot  of 
Presidential  power. 

The  sculptor  was  merely  the  innocent  bystander  who  was 
most  conveniently  in  range  of  the  brick.  From  immemorial 
time  sixty  per  cent  of  the  bricks  have  been  flung  at  those 
who  simply  happened  to  stand  where  it  was  easy  to  hit  them. 


(Penny,  Issue  of  Lincoln) 
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all  such  prohibitory  laws,  but  whether  they 
have  really  been  withdrawn  as  yet  remains  a 
matter  of  interpretation  which  Peking  officials 
are  accused  of  deciding  in  the  most  arbitrary, 
style. 


MANY  months  have  not  passed  since  the 
Chinese  "in  the  same  arbitrary  manner" 
prohibited  the  introduction  of  salt  from 
Kwantung  into  Manchuria  on  the  plea  that 
it  was  a  monopoly  in  the  Chinese  empire. 
This  is  not  the  case  in  Manchuria  where  the 
salt  business  is  supposed  to  be  ppcn  to  anyone 
willing  to  pay  the  tax  of  about  fifty  cents  a 
bushel.  Cases  of  confiscation  tend  to  come 
up  constantly  and  to  make  trouble  between 
the  Japanese  consul  at  Mukden  and  the  Chi- 
nese officials  on  the  spot.  As  for  China's 
proposed  railway  parallel  to  the  south  Man- 
churian  line,  from  ^in-ming-ting  to  Fa-ku- 
men,  that  has  long  been  denounced  as  another 
infraction  of  treaty  obligations.  "It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Japanese  govern- 
ment has  put  its  foot  down  firmly  and  re- 
solved to  show  China  that  it  is  a  huge  mis- 
take to  persist  in  a  policy  of  pin  pricks." 
Tokyo  officially  notified  all  the  great  powers 
of  her  purpose  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
reconstruction  and  improvement  of  the  An- 
tung-Mukden  railroad  whether  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Prince  Regent  in  Peking  chose 
to  protest  or  not. 

"77?  HERE  was   a  run  on  the  sub- 

T\xr  treasury  in  Wall  Street  last 
\\  month  of  such  a  size  that  a 
ft)  J  hurry  call  was  sent  to  Washing- 
i>6  ton  for  more  coin.  Ten  police- 
men found  themselves  unable  to  handle  the 
crowd  and  a  call  was  sent  to  headquarters 
for  half  a  dozen  more.  The  spectacle  re- 
minded those  who  saw  it  of  some  of  the 
scenes  presented  during  the  panic  of  1907. 
Yet  all  the  excitement  on  this  more  recent 
occasion  arose  from  the  simple  fact  that  the 
mint  had  coined  new  cent  pieces  and  the  sub- 
treasury  was  issuing  them.  Never  before, 
officials  say,  has  there  been  such  a  demand 
for  subsidiary  coin,  700,000  being  called  for  in 
the  first  two  days.  Two  things  about  the 
new  coins  have  excited  a  brief  hot-weather 
discussion — the  head  of  Lincoln  and  the  ini- 
tials of  the  artist,  V.  D.  P>.  The  presence  of 
Lincoln's  head  indicates  that  republican  insti- 
tutions are  toppling  and  our  nation  is  about 
to  become  a  monarchy.    To  cpuote  the  words- 
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EAGER  CONNOISSEURS  SNAP,  UP 

EINCOLN  MEMORIAE  PENNIES 


Market  in  New  Cents  Opens 
at  Boston  Sub-Treas- 
ury Office. 


The  sorafnble  for  Lincoln  pennies  is 
on.  In  a  week  even  the  old  and  feeble 
of  the  ooin  collectors  will  have  managed 
to  land  at  least  one.  Then,  gradually, 
the  newsboys  will  Jingle  them.  Yester- 
day the  market  in  Lincoln  cents  open- 
ed at  the  office  of  the  sub-treasury, 
and  a  long  line  of  men  and  women,  with 
fifty-cent  pieces  in  their  fists,  were 
eagerly  waiting  for  a  chance  to  ex- 
change. The  fact  that  the  supply  in 
Boston  received  from  the  Philadelphia 
mint  was  limited,  caused  the  officials 
to  establish  a  limit  of  not  more  than 
fifty  of  the  new  specimens  to  an  in- 
dividual. It  is  expected  the  distribu- 
tion will  be  continued  today. 

The  obverse  side  of  the  new  coin 
shows  a  bust  of  Lincoln  as  he  appeared 
during  the  Civil  War  period,  with  In 
Qod  We  Trust"  at  the  top.  On  the 
same  >slde  as  the  Lincoln  bust  appears 
the  year  of  coinage,  while  on  the  other 
side  appears  "Liberty."  . 

"E  Pluribus  Unum  "  In  small  letters, 
is  stamped  in  raised  letter  on  the  re- 
verse side,  with  "One  Cent'  and  United 
States  of  America"  in  the  center.  In 
plaoe  of  the  wreath  of  leaves  or  ar- 
rows which  appeared  on  the  old  Indian 
head  cent,  Is  two  stem*  of  wheat.  Just 
below  the  stems  of  wheat  in  rmcroscopio 
letters  Is  inscribed,  "V.  D.  B."  the 
Initials  of  Victor  D.  Brenner,  of  New 
fork  the  designer  of  the  coin.  Mr. 
Brenner  executed  a  medal  In  commemo- 
ration of  the  centenary  of  Lincoln  s 
Dirth  This  was  admired  by  President 
Roosevelt  and  led  to  his  approval  of  a  j 
Sesign  for  a  Lincoln  cent.  The  obverse 
jf  the  cent  reproduces,  wilh  some  slight 
changes,  the  Lincoln  medal. 

Artist  Critics  Already  Up 
In  Opposition  to  New  Coin 

Washington,   Aug.   3.— The   new  Lin- 
coln pennies,  which  have  been  put  in 
.circulation,  are  not  making  as  great  a' 
hit  as  the  treasury  officials  had  hoped 
for.    Artists  have  always  declared  that 
'a  penny  superior  In  design  to  the  In- 
>  dian  penny  could  not   be  turned  out. 
and   It   is   claimed   that    the  Lincoln 
penny  Is  a  practical  demonstration  of 
that  statement.   Thousands'  of  the  cop-, 
pers  were  sent  to  the  Capitol  as  soon 
as  the  first  consignment  was  received 

•  in"  Washington  from  the  Philadelphia 
mint  In  a  few  moments  the  offices  of 
the  sergear4-at-arms  In  the  House  and 
Senate  were  besieged  by  members  who 
were   exchanging   old     coins    for  the 

•  bright  new  ones,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
declared  they  were  going  tp  supply  their 
children  with  the  coins.  _ 

The  new  pennies  are  being  subjected 
'to  criticisms  by  others  than  artists.  It 
•was  first  discovered  at  the  treasury  that 
'they  lost  their  luster  In  a  few  hours. 
•The  most  serious  objection  to  them,' 
however,  is  that  they  are  thicker  than 
the  old  coins.  Institutions  which  use 
coin  machines  in  making  change  have 
already  begun  complaint  that  the  new 
bennies  do  not  lit  the  machines.  4 
tot  is  not  Intended  that  the  new  coins 


Small  Supply  Causes  Limit 
to  Be  Placed  on  Individ- 
ual Allotments. 


mint,  and  it  is  expected  that  in  a  few 
years  the  coin  will  be  kept  as  a  sou- 
venir rather  than  as  money  for  actual 
circulation. 


shall  permanently  displace  the  old  ones. 
They  were  put  into  circulation  to  com- 
memorate the  HXlth  anniversary  of  Lin- 
coln's birth.  Only  a  limited  number 
will  be  struck  off  at  the  Philadelphia 
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The  Lincoln  Cent 

The  Lincoln  cent,  the  latest  thing  in  United 
States  coins  and  the  first  coin  to  bear  the 
image  of  the  head  of  one  of  our  great  states- 
men, was  first  issued  from  the  local  mint 
August  2.  The  coinage  of  the  familiar  Indian 
head  cent  was  stopped  last  June. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  banks  desiring  the 
new  coins  are  required  to  pay  the  transporta- 
tion charges  from  the  mint,  whereas  the  old 
pennies  in  amounts  of  more  than  twenty  dol- 
lars at  a  time  were  delivered  free,  the  Treas- 
ury Department  at  Washington  received  or- 
ders for  thousands  of  dollars'  worili  of  these 
coppers. 

Shipments  amounting  to  $40,000  were  made 
from  the  mint  to  the  various  sub-treasuries 


and  to  banks  the  first  morning.  All  of  the 
new  pennies  will  be  distributed  from  the 
Philadelphia  mint,  which  is  the  only  one  at 
which  these  coins  are  made. 

The  obverse  side  of  the  new  coin  shows  a 
bust  of  Lincoln  as  he  appeared  during  the 
Civil  War  period,  with  "In  God  We  Trust" 
at  the  top.  On  one  side  of  the  Lincoln  bust 
appears  "Liberty,"  and  on  the  other  the  year 
of  coinage. 

On  the  reverse  side  appears  "E  Pluribus 
Unum"  in  small  letters  at  the  top,  with  "One 
Cent"  and  "United  States  of  America"  in  the 
center.  Two  stems  of  wheat  replace  the 
wreath  of  leaves  and  arrows  which,  with  the 
shield  at  the  top,  made  a  circle  on  the  old 
cent.  Just  between  the  stems  of  wheat  ap- 
pear the  microscopic  letters  "V.  D.  B.,"  the 
initials  of  Victor  D.  Brenner,  a  young  Rus- 
sian artist  who  designed  the  new  coin.  Bren- 
ner has  endeavored  to  make  his  work  portray 
Lincoln's  love  for  children,  and  the  face,  taken 
from  a  photograph  in  the  possession  of  Charles 
Eliot  Norton,  is  relaxed  and  smiling. 

Brenner  came  to  this  country  as  a  boy. 
His  first  money  was  earned  selling  matches. 
As  street  vender  the  boy  saved  his  pennies 
and  studied  at  night  in  the  Cooper  Institute, 
New  York.  Later  he  went  to  Paris,  and  re- 
cently opened  a  studio  in.  New  York. — Se- 
lected. 


The  Sunday-  School  Advocate 
November  6 ,  1S09. 
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LINCOLN  PENNIES 
AT  STATE  HOUSE 

E.  H.  Ely  of  Iowa  City  Sends 
'    Bronze   Cast    of  Lincoln 

to  Each  State  .» 
 _i  _J      Official.  i 

Adjutant  General  Logan  and  some  of 
the  other  state  officials  were  consider- 
ably puzzled  yesterday  when,  on  open- 

,  ing  their  mails,  they  found  a  small 
brown  envelope  bearing  the  words.  "A 

;  lironz  Cast  of  Lincoln."  Opening  the 
envelope  they  discovered  a  Lincoln 
penny.     With   the  penny   was   sent  a 

;  circular  discussing  the  slgnificence  of 

I  the   Lincoln   penny.     The   article  was 

I  signed  by  E.  H.  Ely,  of  Iowa  City,  am} 

:  dated  Christmas. 

As  General  Logan  and  the  others 
who  received  the  penny  and  circular 
never  heard  of  Mr.  Ely,  they  are  much 
puzzled  to  know  the  meaning  of  the 
gift.  However,  they  all  kept  the  Lin- 
coln penny.  The  circular  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

E.  Plurlbus  Unum. 
In  God  we  Trust. 
The  Lincoln  Penny,  1909. 
"  'Many  in  one,'  is  a  vastly  different 
translation  from  'One  in  many.'  The 
Union  of   these   states   may   be  called 
many  in  one.     The  Confederate  states 
could   have   been   called   one   In  many 
(parts)  or  if  there  ever  was  one  It  had 
been  riven  into  many.     Each  of  these 
many   claimed    to   he    an  Independent 
factor  in  any  clash  of  interest,  or  sup- 
posed clash  of  interest. 

"But  Mr.  Lincoln  claimed  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  government  were  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  The  war 
was  not  for  the  destruction  of  slavery, 
although  it  was  very  apparent  to  him, 
long  before  the  war  that,  'A  nation 
could  not  long  exist  half  slave  and  half 
free.'  The  war  was  not  to  save  one 
power,  or  Influence,  in  many  states,  but 
to  preserve  the  Union  of  all  the  states. 
The  .rights  of  Individual  states  must  be 
conserved,  but  the  existence  of  the 
Union  must  he  preserved  as  a  whole. 
"Trust   in   God   Is   essential    to  the 

peace,  security  and  happiness  of  the 
individual,  as  is  the  enactment  of  law 
for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
person,  or  of  property.  No  oath  is  bind- 
ing on  him  who  does  not  believe  in  God, 

hence  no  security  can  be  found  to  guar- 
antee testimony  when  God  is  not  an 

element  in  the  faith  of  Individuals. 
"The    proclamation    of    a  National 

Trust  In  God,  made  in  the  durable  form 

of  being  stamped  on  the  coin  of  the 

Nation  strengthens  the  faith  of  .every 

citizen  in  God,   but  the  value  of  this 

durable  proclamation  is  much  greater 

on   the  minor  coin  than  would  be  on 

those  of  greater  value.     If  limited  to 

Its    impression    on    the    twenty  dollar 

piece,   thousands  of  our  people  would 

never  see  iC" who  "now   read  1t  every" 

day  on  the  Lincoln  penny.  People  are  - 

itaught  by  this  fact  that  Trust  in  God 

Is  not  for  the  rich  alone,  but  comes  to 

he  the  solace  of  the  poor,  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  souls  of  those  who  labor  on 

the  firing  line  of  the  battle  for  bread. 
"To  my  mind  the  face  of  our  great 

war  president  is  an  Inspiration  to  the 

soul  of  every  man  whose  mind  has  ap- 
prehended any  of  the  elements  of  pat- 
riotism, and  the  coinage  of  this  penny 

enables  each  of  us,  rich  or  poor,  to  own 

a  pocket  piece  on  which  is  portrayed 

in  durable  form  that  benign  counten- 
ance.    Yours  for  God  and   the  Union, 
„     ,  "E.  H.  ELY." 

Christmas,  1909,  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 


LINCOLN  PENNIES 


The  following  is  a  press  dispatch  written  in  1909  at  the  time 
the  Lincoln  penny  was  first  coined: 


"The  scramble  for  Lincoln  pennies  is  on.    In  a  week  even  the  old 
and  feeble  of  the  coin  collectors  will  have  managed  to  land  at  least  one. 
Then,  gradually,  the  newsboys  will  jingle  them.    Yesterday  the  market  in 
Lincoln  cents  opened  at  the  office  of  the  sub- treasury,  and  a  long  line 
of  men  and  women,  with  fifty-cent  pieces  in  their  fists,  were  eagerly 
waiting  for  a  chance  to  exchange.    The  fact  that  the  supply  in  Boston  re- 
ceived from  the  Philadelphia  mint  was  limited,  caused  the  officials  to 
establish  a  limit  of  not  more  than  fifty  of  the  new  specimens  to  an  in- 
dividual.   It  is  expected  the  distribution  will  "be  continued  today. 

The  obverse  side  of  the  new  coin  shows  a  bust  of  Lincoln  as 
he  appeared  during  the  Civil  War  period,  with  "In  God  We  Trustf'  at  the 
top.    On  the  same  side  as  the  Lincoln  bust  appears  the  year  of  coinage, 
while  on  the  other  side  appears  "Liberty." 

"E  Pluribus  Unum,"  in  small  letters,  is  stamped  in  raised  letter 
on  the  reverse  side,  with  "One  Cent"  and  "United  States  of  America"  in 
the  center.    In  place  of  the  wreath  of  leaves  or  arrows  which  appeared 
on  the  old  Indian    head  cent,  is  two  stems  of  wheat.    Just  "below  the  stems 
of  wheat  in  microscopic  letters  is  inscribed,  "V.  D.  B."  the  initials  of 
Victor  D.  Brenner,  of  New  York,  the  designer  of  the  coin.    Mr.  Brenner 
executed  a  medal  in  commemoration  of  the  centenary  of  Lincoln's  birth. 
This  was  admired  "by  President  Roosevelt  and  led  to  his  approval  of  a 
design  for  a  Lincoln  cent.    The  obverse  of  the  cent  reproduces,  with  some 
slight  changes,  the  Lincoln  medal.M 


penny 


Brenner's  Initials  on  Lincoln  Penny 
Boon  to  Collectors— Acrostic  on 
Boston  Library  Is  Famous 


By  DANA  TIVERTON 
Some  people  haven't  seen  the.  new, 
ten.  dollar  bills,  and,  as  a  comedian  re- 
,  marked  the  other  day;,  some  people 
haven't  seen  the  old  ones  yet.  -  And 
acme  who  have  seen  and  fondled  the 
new  small-size  sawbucks  have  failed  to 
notice  one  of  its  most  curious  features. 

There's  a  big,  fine  picture  an  it  of 
the  Treasury  building  in  Washington. 
On  the  sidewalk  before  it  are  a  few 
passersby,  and  parked  by  the  curb  is 
»  sedan.  Take  a  magnifying  glass  and' 
Inspect  the  car  closely  and  you  will  see 
What  looks  like  a  new  Ford  sedan. 

Now  what's  the  meaning  of  that?  A 
Bice  big  possible  Ford  ad  on  every  one 
of  Uncle  Sam's  ten-dollar  bills?  Was 
It  intentional?  Does  the  Treasury  de- 
partment consider  that  Henry  and  his 
Lizzie  are  famous  American  institutions; 
like  Thomas  Jefferson  and  George 
.Washington?  Good  arguments  could 
doubtless  be  put  forward  to  that  effect. 

Or  was  it  a  hoax?  Did  someone  "put 
■omething' over"?  Will  there  be  a 
treasury  scandal  about  it,  with  the  new 
tens  gradually  withdrawn  from  circus 
lation?  The  front  pages  may  tell  us 
before  long.  If,  indeed,  it  is  a  hoax, 
It  is  not  without  precedent. 
BRENNER  PUT  HIS  INITIALS 
ON  LINCOLN  PENNY 

Twenty  years  ago,  when  the  late  Vic- 
tor David  Brenner,  sculptor  and  medal- 
ist, created  the  design  for  the  Lfhcoln 
penny,  it  seemed  fitting  to  him  tBTHffP 
It.  with  his  initials,  "V.  D.  B."  While 
the  new  penny  met  with  general  admira- 
tion, there  was  an  immediate  outburst 
of  disapproval  about  the  initials.  So 
many  complaints  came  in  that  within  a 
Week  Secretary  'of  toe  Treasury  Mac- 
Veagh  ordered  them  to  be  removed,  after 
It  had  been  found  inexpedient  to  use 
the  "B"  alone. 

This  was  one  of  the  "breaks"  for 
which  coin  collectors  are  always  look- 
ing. Over  2,000,000  of  the  pennies  had 
been  put  into  circulation,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  speculators  reaped  a  profit 
Of  $350,000  from  them. 

Great  publicity  was  attached  to  the 
Incident,  and  one  day  20  policemen  were 
required  to  keep  in  order  the  vast  crowd 
seeking  to  obtain  the  new  pennies  at 
the  sub-treasury  in  Wall  street.  Ped- 
dlers went  about  shouting  "Good  luck 
Lincoln  pennies,  three  for  five  cents." 

There  are  also  many  unsuDstantiated 
Stories  about  the  introduction  of  ex- 
traneous letters  and  symbols  in  designs 
of  coins  and  bills.  One  report  has  it 
that  a  love-lorn  designer' concealed  the 
initials  of  his  sweetheart  in  the  intricate 
border  curlycues  of  a  bank  note.  Sym- 
bols of  fraternal  orders  have  been 
pointed  out  in  other  notes — apparently 
authentic  representations  in  some  cases, 
although  possibly  Included  in  the  de- 
signs unintentionally  .  and  without 
knowledge  of  the  symbpls. 


Two  or  three  years  ago  one  of  the  In- 
tellectual amusements  of  our  flaming 
youth  had  to  do  with  the  obverse  side 
of  the  current  dime.  A  straight-edge  of 
paper  was  placed  across  the  top  of  the 
faces,  below  the  aperture  in  the  axe- 
blade.  A  section  of  board  fence  arid  a 
tree  were  pointed  out,  and  the  back  part 
of  a  coupe  parked  behind  the  fence; 
Keenly  imaginative  observers  declared 
that  they  could  make  out  a  petting 
couple  in  the  car. 

;  Architecture  offers  a  promising  field 
for  the  bright  young  man  who  likes 
to  have  his  little  joke.  Consider  the 
classic  example:  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  acrostic.  After  it  was  completed, 
and  the  architectural  sculptors  had 
finished  carving  the  names  of  famous 
men  pn  its  many  tablets,  "a-  local  ^re- 
porter, whose  mind  was  running  at  the 
time  in  a  neutral  and  Teceptive  man- 
ner, noticed  that  the  first  letters  of 
the  names  on  a  certain  tablet,  read 
downward,  spelled  out  the  name  of  the 
New  York  firm  of  architects  who  had 
designed  the  building.  This  was  the 
list: 

J  . '  ' '  Moses 
i  '  Cicero 

Kalidasa 

Isocrates 
Milton 

Mozart 
Euclid 
*  Aeschylus 
■  Dante 

Wren 
Herrick 
Irving 
Titian 
•  Erasmus 

There  seemed  to  be  no  rhyme  nor 
reason  to '  the  bracketing.  Erasmus 
surely  had  little  in  common  with  Titian, 
and  Mozart  and  Euclid  were  strange 
bedfellows.  There  was  the  devil  to  pay. 
The  trustees  put  it  up  to  the  architects, 
Who  declared  that  a  Harvard  man  in 
their  employ  was  responsible.  He  had 
sailed  for  Europe,  they  said.  The  list  of 
names  was  chiselled  out.  all  except 
that  of  Moses.  Below  his  name  Pytha- 
goras and  Confucius  took  their  places, 
and  if  you  can  think  of  any  word  be- 
giniuxig  "Mpc,"  you're  good,  t 

A  minor  incident  of  the  sort  took 
place  when  the  City  Hall  annex  was 
built/  in  one  of  Mayor  Fitzgerald's  ad- 
ministrations. ,  His  ■  campaign  slogan 
was  "A  Bigger,  Better  and  Busier  Bos- 
ton." It  was  known  as  "the  three  B's." 
If  you  walk  down  Court  street  and  look, 
up  at  the  base  of  the  big  pillars  of  the 
facade  you  will  see  one  of  the  "B's"  be- 
low each  of  the  three  tiers  of  windows. 
There  is  ho  doubt  that  since  they  Were 
placed  there  Boston  has  become  bigger, 
better  and  busier.  V  , 


Initials  on  Pennies 

The  Initials  V.  O.  B.  on  some  of  the 
Lincoln  pennies  minted  In  1900,  are 
those  of  Victor  David  Brenner,  the 
medalist  and  sculptor  who  designed 
the  coin.  He  was  born  at  Shaveiy, 
Russia,  In  1871,  and  died  In  New  York 
I    city  April  5.  1924. 


BOSTON  MASS  HERALD 
AUGUST  4,  1929 


PENNY 


THE  LINCOLN  PENNY 

i  1  Whether  the  penny  press  agents 
1  Lincoln,  or  Lincoln  glorifies  the  penny, 
may  be  open  to  discussion;  but  every 
citizen  has  a  pocket  full  of  his  pictures 
most  of  the  time.  You  cannot  take  a 
ride  on  the  street  cars  without  acquir- 
ing a  fist  full.  And  if  you  do  not  get 
some  in  change  from  the  conductor,  you 
bestow  on  him  several  souvenirs  of  the  j 
great  Emancipator. 

An  occasional  dollar  goes  to  church. 
Fewer  fives  and  tens  enter  the  pews.  A 
$50  bill  would  stun  the  awe -struck  wor- 
shipers. 

But  a  penny  rings  the  bell  in  the 
basket  every  time.  The  penny  yet  does 
penance  above  all  coins.  It  never  comes 
as  tainted  money.  That  variety  of  cash 
never  occurs  in  the  lower  denominations. 
Because  it  enters  the  sanctuary  most 
faithfully,  the  penny  may  be  accounted 
the  most  religious  of  all  types  of  money. 
It  is  certainly  helping  the  heathen  more 
—it  is  the  sole  occupant  of  the  mite-box. 

Washington's  phiz  is  found  wherever 
the  dollar  bill  travels.  It  may  go  farther 
than  the  penny;  however  it  does  not 
j  venture  forth  as  often.  Possibly  people 
I  pull  more  at  the  extremities  of  the  dollar 
bill  to  make  ends  meet  than  any  other 
currency.  However,  next  to  the  Lincoln 
penny,  it  helps  to  keep  the  memory  of 
our  great  statesmen  green.  As  a  green- 
back it  is  a  complete  success. 

Memory  might  have  to  be  refreshed 
with  most  folks  concerning  the  portraits 
on  the  fives  and  tens.  They  are  a  trifle 
more  sparse  in  populating  our  pants.  As 
a  press  agent  of  great  doers  of  national 
deeds,  money  diminishes  in  value  as  it 
ascends  the  scale  of  denominations. 

Woodrow  Wilson  may  have  felt  com- 
plimented upon  having  his  picture  on 
the  S1000  bill.  However,  who  but  an  oc- 
casional banker  ever  gets  a  glimpse  of 
him?  The  buffalo  on  the  nickel  is  more 
popular.  Not  many  of  the  millions  have 
ever  seen  the  Wilson  bill. 

A  penny  for  your  thoughts  of  Lincolr1 
buys  more  than  a  $1000  bill  of  Wilson 
Evidently  money  does,  not  always  talk 
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EPITOME  OF  A  LINCOLN  PENNY 

Base-metalled  trifle,  what  deliberate  sneer 
For  studied  insult  can  thine  own  surpass? 
Unworthy  mirror  for  a  countenance  dear, 
Revered  and  loved  by  every  age  and  class ! 
For  such  as  he  we  nobler  tribute  seek ; 
Gold  medal,  silver  statue,  cameo, 
A  landmark  set  across  the  sunset  glow ; 
Or  give  the  name  to  grace  a  mountain  peak. 

What  seems  amiss  a  stroke  of  genius  proves, 
Surpassing  myrrh  his  memory  to  embalm : 
For  once  our  thought  in  rugged  greatness  moves, 
For  such  would  be  his  choice,  benign  and  calm. 
A  common  coin,  and,  therefore,  much  despised ; 
Perforce,  familiar  to  the  common  folk; 
But  common  people  were,  he  often  spoke, 
By  numbers  proven  by  their  Maker  prized. 

A  trifle,  truly,  if  the  standard's  gross ; 
Yet  tilts  a  world  in  moral  bargains  close. 
Such  was  his  practice ;  he  loved  honor  so 
To  right  a  trifle  weary  miles  would  go. 
What  wonder  then,  when  in  a  higher  place ; 
Charged  with  a  nation  and  the  lives  of  men ; 
He  answered  trust  with  conscience  yet  again : 
Dealt  fairly  by  the  fortunes  of  a  race. 

No  metal  or  bright  gem  can  carry  worth, 
Save  as  'tis  rare  or  useful  in  the  earth ; 
And  priceless  most  that  lowly,  loving  heart, 
From  sordid,  selfish  meanness  high  apart ; 
A  heart  forever  tender  in  loathed  strife, 
Refusing  any  hatred  to  possess : 
However  men  clothe  him  in  copper  dress 
He  coined  for  them  the  golden  rule  in  life. 


Benedicite 

He  is  our  best  tradition  and  we  pray 

To  feel  its  inspiration  every  day; 

His  image,  most  in  children's  fingers  pressed, 

Be  in  their  hearts,  enduring  and  caressed. 


December  27,  1933 


Director  of  United  States  Mint 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Ky  dear  Sirs 

Will  you  kindly  advise  whether  or  not  there 
were  Lincoln  pennies  coined  during  the  current  yearj 
also  whether  or  not  pennies  were  coined  in  1932. 

Inasmuch  as  next  year  marks  the  125th  anni- 
versary of  Lincoln's  birth  and  also  the  25th  anni- 
versary of  the  coinage  of  the  Lincoln  penny,  we  plan 
to  pay  some  attention  to  this  anniversary. 

Would  it  be  possible  for  your  office  to  give 
us  a  summary  of  the  coinage  of  Lincoln  pennies  from 
1909  to  date,  giving  the  years  which  they  have  been 
coined  in  each  one  of  the  three  mints.    This  will  be 
of  great  Interest,  I  am  sure,  to  our  Lincoln  collectors 
and  the  bulletin  which  will  carry  the  information  reaches 
about  three  thousand  Lincoln  students  In  America. 

Thanking  you  for  any  help  you  can  give  me  In 
this  way,  I  am 

Respectfully  yours, 


LAffiLH 


Director 


The  Lincoln  Penny 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  has  memorials 
A  and  statues  of  great  costliness.  The 
memorial  at  Washington,  a  classic  in 
architecture,  cost  §3,000,000.  The  statues 
in  many  parks  have  cost  tens  of  thousands 
of  dollars.  His  portrait  is  engraved  upon 
bank  notes  of  considerable  value. 

The  most  fitting  American  memorial  of 
Lincoln,  however,  is  in  the  humblest  form. 
The  common  penny,  which  millions  of 
school  children  carry  and  is  the  uni- 
versal coin  of  America,  bears  the  image 
of  the  head  of  Lincoln.  Above  it  is  writ- 
ten the  only  creed  for  the  United  (States 
ever  written  by  Congress:  "In  God  We 
Trust."  Wherever  the  penny  goes,  it 
teaches  this  saving  truth  to  the  nation. 

Lincoln  and  trust!  These  are  terms 
which  mean  the  integrity  of  character  in 
hours  of  desperate  distress  and  the  faith 
which  sees  stars  beyond  cypress  trees  and 
the  triumph  of  right  over  wrong.  For 
democracy  in  present  baffling  hours  the 
penny  chariot  of  humility  and  honor  is 
the  vehicle  of  American  safety  and  right- 
eousness ^  ci"~>u^  v>vO*-Cv 
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The  Lexington  Herald 
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.Anniversary  o/  Lincoln  Penny 


In  Ub  program  of  literature  commemorating 
the  125th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
has  published  an  interesting  bulletin  on  the 
"Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Lincoln  Pen- 
ny." Being  the  first  coin  to  bear  a  portrait 
of  a  president,  the  Lincoln  penny  Is  unique 
in  American  history. 

It  seems  the  idea  originated  in  Kentucky, 
when  Theodore  Roosevelt,  at  the  1909  corner-  J 
stone  laying  of  the  Lincoln  memorial  near  Har-  j 
rodsburg,  had  his  attention  called  to  a  bronze 
profile  of  Lincoln  and  Inaugurated  the  plan  for 
the  Lincoln  coin. 

The  original  issue,  which  was  hurriedly  stop- 
ped and  revised,  bore  the  initials  of  the  design- 
er, Victor  David  Brenner,  Russian-born  sculp- 
tor, and  coin  collectors  quickly  bought  up  the 
"V.  D.  B."  inscribed  pennies  when  the  order 
went  forth  to  stop  the  coinage  and  prepare 
new  dies  with  the  author's  initials  deleted. 

It  was  estimated  that  a  total  of  more  than 
2,000,000  cents  had  been  released,  and  vendors 
sold  them  on  the  streets  at  three  pennies  for 
a  nickel.  At  Boston  the  demand  was  so  ur- 
gent and  the  supply  so  limited  that  only  50 
Lincoln  coins  were  allowed  each  Individual 
seeking  the  new  coin.  Business  concerns  bad 
them  encased  in  aluminum  for  advertising 
souvenirs.  One  collector  had  twenty-eight  of 
these  souvenirs  distributed  by  various  houses 
in  1909. 

Both  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
mints  Issued  the  new  Lincoln  cent  in  1909,  and 
the  following  year  the  Denver  mint  also  made 
them.  Since  then  they  have  been  issued  from 
year  to  year  to  date.  A  complete  collection, 
therefore,  would  include  the  "V.  D.  B."  cents 
from  both  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco 
mints,  the  1909  cents  from  both  these  mints 
without  the  initials,  and  one  for  each  year 
since  from  each  of  the  three  mints. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  LINCOLN  PENNY 


August  2,  1934,  marks  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  Lincoln  one- 
cent  piece.  It  replaced  the  Indian  head 
penny  and  was  the  first  coin  to  use  a 
portrait  of  a  President  authorized  by 
the  Treasury  Department  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

During  1909,  the  Lincoln  centennial 
year,  Theodore  Roosevelt  laid  the 
corner  stone  for  the  memorial  at 
Hodgenville,  Kentucky,  and  partici- 
pated in  other  celebrations  in  honor  of 
the  100th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's 
birth.  A  bronze  profile  of  Lincoln  was 
called  to  his  attention  which  he  ad- 
mired very  much,  and  this  led  to  his 
approval  of  a  pattern  for  a  new  Lin- 
coln cent. 

The  designer  of  this  study  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  Victor  David  Bren- 
ner, who  was  born  in  Shavely,  Russia, 
in  1871.  When  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  came  to  America  and  began 
selling  matches  on  the  streets  of  New 
York  City  for  a  living.  He  studied  art 
at  Cooper  Union  in  the  evening  and 
eventually  succeeded  in  saving  enough 
money  to  continue  his  studies  in  Paris. 

In  1907  he  made  a  profile  in  bronze 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  using  as  a  model 
an  original  portrait  of  Lincoln  by 
Brady,  taken  in  1864.  This  photo- 
graph he  found  in  the  collection  of 
Charles  Elliot  Norton.  The  profile  was 
used  on  a  medal  which  he  prepared  in 
1909  in  honor  of  the  centennial  of 
Lincoln's  birth,  and  it  was  this  model 
which  was  accepted  with  but  little 
change  as  a  design  for  the  new  cent. 
When  finally  ready  for  the  mint  it 
bore  the  following  inscription: 

Obverse  side — Clothed,  bearded  bust 
of  Lincoln  facing  right.  Inscription 
above  bust,  "IN  GOD  WE  TRUST"; 
to  left  of  bust,  "LIBERTY";  to  right 
of  bust,  the  date,  beneath  which  ap- 
pears the  mint  mark  if  any. 

Reverse  side — Two  sprays  of  wheat 
in  a  conventional  form  enclosing  in- 
scription in  five  lines  "E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  ONE  CENT  UNITED 
STATE  OF  AMERICA." 

Upon  the  reverse  side  of  the  coin 
Brenner  had  placed,  near  the  rim  be- 
tween the  two  sprays  of  wheat,  his 
initials  "V.  D.  B."  When  these  initials 
were  discovered  there  was  an  out- 
burst of  disapproval  against  having 
the  initials  appear  on  the  coin.  Bren- 
ner did  not  anticipate  the  revolt  as 
both  the  new  twenty-dollar  and  ten- 
dollar  gold  pieces  carried  the  initials 
of  Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  the  design- 
er. There  also  appeared  on  the  five- 
dollar  and  two-dollar-and-a-half  gold 
pieces  the  initials  of  Bella  L.  Pratt, 
the  artist.  The  objection  was  sus- 
tained, however;  shipments  of  pen- 
nies were  stopped;  and  dies  were  im- 
mediately prepared  to  issue  the  cent 
without  the  initials. 


This  removal  of  the  inscription 
aroused  much  public  interest  and 
thousands  of  prospective  rare  coin 
collectors  secured  the  "V.  D.  B."  coin 
as  their  first  item.  It  was  estimated 
that  a  total  of  more  than  2,000,000 
cents  had  been  released,  and  venders 
sold  them  on  the  streets  at  three  pen- 
nies for  a  nickel.  At  one  time  the 
sub-treasury  in  Wall  Street  was  so 
con  jested  with  people  attempting  to 
exchange  currency  for  the  new  cents 
that  twenty  policemen  were  necessary 
to  maintain  order. 

At  Boston  the  demand  was  so  urg- 
ent and  the  supply  so  limited  that 
only  50  Lincoln  cents  were  allowed 
each  individual  asking  for  the  new 
coins.  Business  houses  saw  the  pub- 
licity value  of  the  new  coins  and  had 
them  attractively  encased  in  aluminum 
for  presentation.  One  collector  has 
twenty-eight  of  these  souvenirs  dis- 
tributed by  different  firms  in  1909. 

Both  the  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  mints  issued  the  new  Lin- 
coln cent  in  1909,  and  the  following 
year  the  Denver  mint  joined  the  other 
two  in  producing  these  coins,  and  all 
three  have  continued  to  issue  them 
from  year  to  year  to  date.  A  com- 
plete collection  of  Lincoln  cents 
would  include  the  "V.  D.  B."  1909 
cents  from  both  the  Philadelphia  and 
San  Francisco  mints;  also  the  1909 
cents  from  both  mints,  without  the 
initials;  and,  beginning  with  1910, 
one  for  each  year  from  each  of  the 
three  mints.  Coins  minted  at  Den- 
ver have  a  miniature  "D"  under  the 
date;  those  minted  in  San  Francisco 
a  miniature  "S"  in  the  same  location; 
and  those  issued  from  the  Philadel- 
phia mint  have  no  mint  mark. 

In  1863  a  design  for  a  two-cent  piece 
with  a  portrait  of  Washington  was 
submitted,  and  in  1866  a  bust  of  Lin- 
coln was  used  on  a  pattern  intended 
for  a  five-cent  piece  but  both  were 
rejected.  At  that  time  there  was  much 
prejudice  against  the  use  of  portraits 
of  individuals  on  the  coins  of  the  coun- 
try. The  sentiment  created  by  the 
celebration  of  the  Lincoln  centennial 
in  1909  overcame  this  prejudice,  how- 
ever, and  the  one-cent  piece  as  already 
mentioned  had  the  honor  of  bearing 
the  first  likeness  of  a  President  on  an 
American  coin. 

Some  of  the  reactions  towards  this 
inovation  in  the  designing  of  coins 
follow : 

"The  Republican  institutions  are 
toppling  and  our  nation  is  about  to 
become  a  monarchy.  This  new  Lin- 
coln cent  may  be  said  to  mark  the  first 
visible  and  outward  emblem  of  the 
transmogrification  of  the  republic 
with  an  empire." 

New  Orleans  Picayune. 


"If  the  Lincoln  cent  is  a  precedent 
then  American  money  may  acquire  an 
historical  value." 

Rochester  Post  Express. 

"No  President,  with  the  possible  ex- 
ception of  Washington,  occupies  any 
such  relation  to  the  American  people 
as  justifies  his  being  memoralized  on 
their  coins." 

Richmond  Times. 

The  negroes,  however,  thought  that 
the  new  cent  was  made  especially  for 
them,  and  they  called  it  "Emancipa- 
tion Money."  Many  of  the  coins  they 
had  made  into  "good  luck"  charms. 

The  only  other  coin  of  the  United 
States  which  bears  the  likeness  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  known  as  the 
centennial  half  dollar.  It  is  a  me- 
morial coin  issued  in  1918  in  memory 
of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
State  of  Illinois.  On  the  obverse  side 
is  a  bust  portrait  of  Lincoln  facing 
right  and  on  the  reverse  a  conventional 
eagle. 

Although  but  nine  years  had  inter- 
vened between  its  issue  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Lincoln  cent  all 
prejudice  against  historical  figures  ap- 
pearing on  coins  seems  to  have  died 
out.  There  are  now  to  be  found  many 
commemorative  specie  bearing  not 
only  the  portraits  of  our  own  country- 
men but  Europeans  as  well. 

Another  feature  of  the  Lincoln  cent, 
which  served  as  a  climax  to  a  wide 
controversy  which  started  in  1907,  was 
the  use  of  the  inscription  "In  God  We 
Trust."  During  Lincoln's  administra- 
tion in  1863  James  Pollock,  Director 
of  the  Mint,  submitted  to  Secretary 
Chase  designs  for  the  new  one,  two, 
and  three-cent  pieces  on  which  he 
suggested  the  inscription  "God  Our 
Trust"  be  placed.  Chase  thought  the 
expression  "In  God  We  Trust"  more 
appropriate,  and  it  first  appeared  in 
this  form  on  the  two-cent  pieces. 

On  March  3,  1865,  Congress  passed 
an  act  providing  that  it  would  be  law- 
ful for  the  mint  to  place  the  motto 
"In  God  We  Trust"  on  each  coin  as 
would  permit  of  this  inscription.  Un- 
der this  act  the  motto  appeared  on 
the  ten  dollar  gold  pieces,  five  dollar 
gold  pieces,  the  dollar,  half  dollar,  and 
quarter.  At  that  time  it  did  not  ap- 
pear on  the  one-cent  piece,  however. 

Theodore  Roosevelt,  who  had  been 
largely  responsible  for  the  appearance 
of  the  Lincoln  bust  on  the  new  penny, 
also  led  the  controversies  about  having 
the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  appear 
for  the  first  time  on  the  one-cent 
pieces.  The  inscription  is  appropriate- 
ly placed  over  the  head  of  Lincoln,  as 
it  was  during  his  administration  that 
it  was  first  used. 


JEtebesljcuu 


HENRY  E.  LUHRS 

"Love  Lures  Happiness" 


SHIPPENSBURG, 

Pennsylvania,  U.S.A. 


August  20,  1934. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warrenr- 


Although  I  have  a  numher  of  complete  sets  of  Lincoln  Cents 
I  had  not  paid  as  much  attention  to  them  as  I  had  since  1925  and  for 
that  reason  overlooked  the  dates  as  you  say  prior  to  1918,  which  do 
not  hear  the  V.D.B.  initials.    I  first  heard  of  this,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  through  some  government  employee  in  Washington, 
and  it  was  my  recollection  he  told  me  %X$  was  transferred  at  the  time  the 
V.D.B.  was  dropped  in  1909  due  to  the  excitement  and  interest  the 
initials  caused  at  that  time.     However,  it  appears  either  I  was  mis- 
informed or  misunderstood. 

I  am  inquiring  as  to  the  reason  for  the  reinstatement  in 
1918  -  and  when  I  hear  will  pass  it  along. 


Sincerely, 


HEL/m 


Lincoln  Pennies 


On  the  receipt  of  a  Lincoln  penny  of 
1931  issued  from  the  San  Francisco  mint 
we  will,  have  a  complete  list  of  that  coin 
to  date.  With  the  receiving  of  one  each 
of  the  following;,  the  second  collection 
will  be  completed,  viz:  1909,  S;  1922,  P; 
1924,  P;  1930,  S;  1931,  S;  1933,  P;  1933, 
D,  and  1934,  D. 

One  correspondent  says  that  there  were 
no  Lincoln  pennies  issued  at  Philadelphia 
in  1922  but  does  not  state  that  he  has 
seen  a  statement  from  the  mint  to  that 

effect.  We  have  a  coin  dated  1922  with- 
out the  Denver  initial  under  the  date, 
that  does  not  show  that  it  has  been 
changed.  If  tampered  with  it  is  a  very 
deceiving-  job.  We  expect  a  statement 
from  the  mint  before  our  next  issue. 

During  the  month  Harry  E.  Barker, 
Lincoln  collector  of  LosAngeles  has  sent 
fourteen  San  Francisco  dates  not  com- 
mon in  Illinois.  Mr.  Barker  sends  the 
following  letter: 

San  Francisco,  Aug.  10,  1935. 
Cents  were  coined  in  each  year  since 
1909,  by  the  San  Francisco  mint,  with 
the  exception  of  the  years  1922,  1923  and 
1934. 

Supt.  U.  S.  Mint,  San  Francisco. 


Lincoln  Pennies 


We  are  making  a  collection  of  Lincoln 
pennies  of  the  various  dates  from  1909 
until  1935,  getting-  two  coins  of  each  is- 
sue. Pennies  from  the  Philadelphia  mint 
are  not  marked.  Those  from  the  San 
Francisco  mint  have  a  small  "s"  under 
the  date  and  those  from  the  Denver  mint 
a  "D".  The  following  is  the  list  of  those 
wanted,  with  the  number  desired  indi- 
cated: 

Philadelphia  (no  initial)  1915,  1922, 
1931,  1933,  one  of  each. 

San  Francisco  (initial  s),  1909,  1915, 
1922,  192G,  1931,  1932,  1933,  1934,  1935, 
two  of  each;  1911,  1912, 1913,  1914,  1921, 
1927,  1930,  one  of  each. 

Denver  (initial  D),  1909,  1910,  1923, 
two  of  each;  1911,  1921,  1933  and  1935, 
one  of  each. 

We  especially  desire  1909s,  1915s,  1921s, 
1920s,  and  1931s.  These  five  v.  ill  help 
complete  the  first  set. 

Anyone  finding  coins  of  the  dates  indi- 
cated will  confer  a  favor  by  submitting 
the  same  with  terms  in  cash  or  exchange. 


We  have  one  complete  set  of  Lincoln 
pennies  from  the  four  issues  of  1909  to 
and  including  1930,  and  another  card 
complete  except  1922  Philadelphia  and 
have  a  promise  of  a  few  of  these.  The 
pennies  when  arranged  on  a  10c  sheet 
chart  usually  on  sale  at  the  Springfield 
Kresge's  store  make  a  very  attractive  dis- 
play and  within  the  reach  of  any  one. 
All  the  issues  of  the  Philadelphia  mint 
(those  with  no  initial  under  the  date)  can 
be  secured  at  par  except  two  or  three. 
The  Denver  list  with  "D"  under  the  date 
may  be  picked  up  from  chance,  except 
four  or  five.  The  San  Francisco  pennies 
are  a  little  more  difficult  to  get.  They 
have  "S"  under  the  date.  Get  what  you 
can  and  then  send  the  list  of  those  wanted 
to  some  friend  in  California. 

Some  of  the  harder  ones  to  get  are  as 
follows: 

Philadelphia  (no  initial)  — 109  v  DB, 
1918,  1922,  1932,  1933. 


San  Francisco  ("S"  under  date)  — 1909, 
1909  V.D.B.,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913,  1914, 
1915,  1918,  1919,  1921,  1923,  1924,  1925, 
192G,  1928,  1931. 

Denver  ("D"  under  date)— 1911,  1914, 
1924,  1832. 


Lincoln  Pennies. 
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WEEK      BY  WEEK 


LINCOLN  PENNIES 

Compiled  by  Herbert  Wei.ls  Fay.  Custodian  Lincoln's  Tomb 


Wh;n  a  collector  has  spent  twenty-six 
years  completing'  a  task  there  is  a  feel- 
ing' of  satisfaction  unknown  to  the  aver- 
age: layman,    in  1909  we  commenced  the 
task  of  getting  together  the  various  is- 
sues of  the  Lincoln  pennies.    There  were 
four  issues  tnat  year,  as  follows:  Phil- 
adelphia mint,  regular,  and  the  same  with 
initials  V.D.U.  in  honor  of  the  designer 
or  sculptor,   Victor  D.  Brenner.  Then 
from  the  San  Francisco  mint  were  issued 
two,  one  with  ths  initials  V.D.B.  on  the 
reverse  side  between  the  two  ends  of  the 
wreath  and  one  with  only  the  small  "s" 
under  the  date.   It  was  the  last  pesky  one 
that  eluded  our  gaze  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.    A  few  days  ago  Harry  E.  Bar- 
ker of  Los  Angeles,  California,  supplied 
the  missing  numbers  to  complete  two 
pennies  of  each  date.    They  compose  to 
1935  79  coins  with  two  of  each  date  mak- 
ing a  display  of  158  pennies.    They  are 
shown  in  a  Scott  display  card  that  holds 
two  coins  for  each  issue.    Below  we  give 
the  record  of  the  issue.    From  the  list 
new  collectors  can  check  off  the  issues 
as  they  get  them. 

Lincoln  pennies  were  issued  from  mints 
as  follows: 

Philadelphia  (no  date  initial):  1909, 
1909  V.D.B.,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913,  1914, 
1915,  1916,  1917,  1918,  1919,  1920,  1921, 
1923,  1924,  1925,  192G,  1927,  1928,  1929, 
1930,  1931,  1932,  1933,  1934,  1935.  This 
includes  each  year  except  1922.  Letters 
from  the  Philadelphia  mint  say  there  was 
no  issue  from  there  in  1922  but  there  is 
in  circulation  pennies  of  that  date,  but  it 
is  claimed  that  the  "D"  has  been  skill- 
fully removed. 

San  Francisco,  initial  "s"  under  date: 
1909,  1909  V.B.D.,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1913, 
1914,  1915,  1916,  1917,  1918,  1919,  1920, 

1921,  1923,  1924,  1925,  1926,  1927,  1928, 
1929,  1930,  1931,  1935.    No  issues  for 

1922,  1932,  1933,  1934. 

Denver,  initial  "D"  under  date:  1911, 
1912,  1913,  1914,  1915,  1916,  1917,  1918, 
1919,  1920,  1922,  1924,  1925,  1926,  1927, 
1928,  1929,  1930,  1931,  1932,  1933,  1934, 


1935.  No  Denver  issues  tor  1909,  1910 
1921, 1923. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  mention  in  a 
subsequent  issue  if  there  is  any  ether 
collection  of  158  pennies  as  listed  above. 


WEEK    BY  WEEK 
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LINCOLN  PENNIES 

Compiled  by  Herbert  Wells  Va\,  Custodian  Lincoln  Tomb 

One  of  the  attractions  of  my  collection 
is  Lincoln  in  coins.  It  consists  of  two 
specimens  of  each  issue,  74  in  number  or 
148  coins  to  and  including-  1935. 

The  United  States  government  says 
that  there  was  no  regular  issue  from  the 
Philadelphia  mint  in  1922,  yet  I  have  one 
that  seems  to  prove  that  there  were  a 
few  issued  from  the  Philadelphia  mint 
that  year  as  well  as  at  Denver  where  the 
regular  issue  of  that  year  were  coined. 
I  have  one  of  the  Philadelphia  mint  of 
1936,  hut  to  date  have  seen  none  from 
San  Francisco  or  Denver.  Who  knows? 

M'f"' 
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"IN  GOD  WE  TRUST"— LINCOLN 

Co m pi!  ii  b-j  Hkhkuct  Wells  Fav,  CiiatodUm  Lincoln  Tomb 

^Jio  S  v  Si  fa 

God-loving1  Americans  rejoice  that  some 
recognition  is  made  of  the  all  power  ruler 
above.  Inspecting-  the  coins  of  the  lealm, 
in  small  letteis,  one  will  read  the  motto 
"In  God  We  Trust."  Citizens  of  the  coun- 
try and  even  of  the  world  who  have  pro- 
found reverence  for  Lincoln  will  have 
that  reverence  more  divinely  intensified 
when  they  learn  that  it  was  during  his 
administration  recognition  of  the  Al- 
mighty became  a  national  achievement. 

The  first  American  coin  to  bear  the 
motto  "In  God  We  Trust,"  was  the  two 
cent  piece  of  1804.  Dr.  Louis  A.  War- 
ren, historian  of  the  Lincoln  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  devotes 
his  Bulletin,  "Lincoln  Lore,"  No.  398,  of 
November  2',),  19.'5G,  to  the  story.  It  is  an 
interesting  account  how  the  suggestion 
of  Rev.  M.  R.  Watkinson  of  Ridleyville, 
Pa.,  developed  into  the  recognition  we 
have  today.  He  sold  the  idea  to  Salmon 
P.  Chase  and  James  Pollock,  director  of 
the  mint  and  with  the  aid  of  President 
Lincoln  the  idea  became  a  reality. 

Lincoln  collectors,  especially  those  as- 
sembling coins,  medallions,  old  metalic 
buttons,  will  be  looking  for  the  2-cent 
piece  of  1864,  the  first  American  coin  to 
carry  the  motto  "Iu  God  We  Trust." 


The  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Verna  Eugenia  Mutch 
r\N  A  hot  day  in  August,  1909,  there  was  a 
^  crowd  on  Wall  Street  of  such  size  that 
ten  policemen  were  unable  to  handle  it,  and 
a  call  was  sent  to  headquarters  for  a  half 
dozen  more.    It  was  the  year  of  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abr-' 
ham  Lincoln  and  a  new  coin  had  been  i,  C<T 
bearing  the  portrait  of  the  Great  Ein 
pator.    There  had  been  no  change  in 
copper  coins  for  fifty  years,  so  that  every  c 
young  and  old,  was  eager  to  possess  the  n  1 
"Lincoln  penny."    Officials  said  there  ht. 
never  before  been  such  a  demand  for  sub 
sidiary  coin,  seven  hundred  thousand  being 
called  for  in  the  first  two  days. 

The  Lincoln  cent  was  the  first  portrait 
coin  struck  in  the  United  States,  and  it 
caused  considerable  discussion.  Many  were 
afraid  that  the  issuing  of  a  portrait  coin  was 
the  first  sign  that  democracy  was  toppling, 
that  the  nation  was  about  to  become  a 
monarchy,  and  that  every  succeeding  Presi- 
dent would  have  his  head  on  some  unit  of 
our  currency.  Many  held  the  opinion  of 
George  Washington,  that  the  use  of  a  por- 
trait of  any  particular  person  on  American 
coinage  was  not  compatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  republic. 

But  this  discussion  soon  died  awiy  in  the 
heat  of  another.    On  the  reverse  sile  of  the 
coin  appeared  three  tiny  initials,  T.  D.  B. 
Whose  were  they,  and  why  were  thty  there? 
They  were  the  initials  of  the  designe,  Victor 
David  Brenner,  who  had  been  cbsen  by 
President   Theodore   Roosevelt   to  execute 
the  design  for  the  new  cent.    The  Pesident 
desired  Brenner's  name  on  the  con,  and 
Secretary  Cortelyou  was  also  in  favir  of  it. 
Accordingly,  when  the  model  was  forvarded 
to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  it  bore  hi  whujg 
name.     Brenner  at  first  was  reluctnt  to 
sign  either  his  name  or  initials,  but  itwas  a 
common   custom  on  the  coinage  ofother 
countries  to  include  the  name,  notab  the 
gold   coins  of  France,   designed  by  ioty 
under  whom  Brenner  had  studied,  i^hen 
the  model  was  received  the  Director  the 
Mint  decided  to  have  the  initials  subsided 
for  the  name.    Because  of  the  great  pjJar 
objection  the  initials  were  removed,  buver 
22,000,000  of  the  coins  were  in  circwon 
before  their  removal,  so  if  you  have  a»09 
Lincoln  cent  you  will  probably  find  the  iit]s 
V.  D.  B.  on  it.    The  letter  "B"  was  j 
but  even  that  seemed  unduly  conspkg. 

Just  why  the  initials  should  cause  sia 
storm  of  opposition  is  difficult  to  unders|_ 
Nearly  all  United  States  coins  bear  oi,. 
more  initials,  either  of  their  designer  or  o. 
chief  engraver  of  the  mint.    On  the  ■ 
dollar,  quarter,  and  dime  in  use  at  that  t 
the  letter  "B"  was  plainly  stamped,  J 
letter  representing  the  chief  engraver,  Cha 
E.  Barber.    The  twenty  and  ten-dollar  f.  c 
pieces,  issued  just  two  years  before,  bore 
initials  of  the  artist,  Augustus  St.  Gaudi 
Our  present  "buffalo  nickel"  has  an  ". 
underneath  the  date,  for  the  designer,  J.  i  ' 
Fraser;  in  the  lower  right  field  on  the  obvers 
of  the  dime  are  the  initials  in  monogram  ol 
A.  A.  Weinman,  as  well  as  on  the  reverse  of 
the  half  dollar;  the  quarter  bears  the  initial 
"M"  for  Herman  MacNcil.    At  any  rate, 
whatever  the  cause,  the  protest  was  heeded 
and  the  minting  of  the  new  cent  was  dis- 
continued after  a  few  days  in  order  to  remove 
the  initials. 


VICTOR  DAVID  BRENNER  was  born 
June  12,  1871,  in  a  small  Russian  town 
near  the  Baltic  Sea,  Shavli,  of  Jewish  parents. 
As  a  lad  he  worked  with  his  father,  who  was  a 
metal  worker,  stone  cutter,  and  engraver  of 
rings  and  brooches.  Just  before  his  nine- 
teenth birthday  Brenner  came  to  New  York, 
penniless.  He  began  selling  matches  on  the 
streets  of  New  York  City  to  make  a  living. 
This  was  in  May,  1890.  Soon  he  found  work 
in  an  Essex  Street  shop  as  a  die  cutter  and 
engraver  of  badges,  and  at  night  he  studied 
at  Cooper  Union.  In  1898  he  went  to  Paris 
to  study  under  Roty  and  Charpentier,  world- 
famous  medalists.  He  also  studied  sculpture. 
He  returned  to  America,  and  by  1906  he 
was  established  as  a  medalist  and  sculptor. 

He  was  very  ambitious,  and  an  indefatig- 
able worker,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  close 

application  to  his  work  contributed  to  his 
early  death,  which  occurred  in  1924,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two.  His  work  is  represented  in 
the  Paris  Mint,  and  in  the  Luxembourg 
Museum;  the  Munich  Glyptothek;  the 
Vienna  Numismatic  Society;  the  Metro- 
politan Museum,  New  York;  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  Boston;  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  which  par- 
ticularly sought  his  services. 

Brenner  first  heard  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  a  debating  club  at  the  Educational  Al- 
liance, on  the  lower  East  Side  in  New  York. 
He  was  fired  with  zeal  to  learn  all  he  could 
about  him,  and  the  more  he  knew  about  the 
man,  the  more  he  admired  him.  Charles 
Eliot  Norton  of  Harvard,  gave  him  an  un- 
published portrait  of  Lincoln,  which  Brenner 
used  as  a  basis  for  the  study  of  Lincoln's 
features.  But  he  examined  every  portrait 
available,  and  held  conversations  with  those 
who  had  known  Lincoln  himself. 

The  simplicity  of  the  design  is  appealing. 
It  is  not  overloaded  with  decoration.  Place 
a  Lincoln  cent  beside  the  "Indian  head"  and 
notice  how  impressive  are  the  hollow  sur- 
faces of  the  former.  Perhaps  it  is  for  that 
very  reason  that  the  initials  V.  D.  B.  seemed 
too  conspicuous  to  tolerate.  It  has  been 
declared  the  finest  medallic  portrait  of 
Lincoln  extant.  It  represents  Lincoln,  the 
great  introspector,  the  man  who,  as  Brenner 
thought,  "held  in  his  face  what  he  said  in 
his  Gettyburg  speech." 


Lincoln  Penny 


The  Lincoln  penny  is 
the  only  coin  in  the 
United  States  to  bear  the 
portrait  of  one  of  our 
statesmen. 

The  simplicity  of  the 
coin  expresses  Lincoln's 
character;  the  head  is 
by  Victor  David  Brenner. 

'        MURRAY  SriVAfK, 
S3]  W.  39th  at.,  N.  V.  C. 


Four  Hrillni'8  will   he  senl  ihr 
until. ii  of  the  above  hs  lie  Is  a 
lush   school  student. 


 O 


The  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Verna  Eugenia  Mutch 
("^N  A  hot  day  in  August,  1909,  there  was  a 
w  crowd  on  Wall  Street  of  such  size  that 
ten  policemen  were  unable  to  handle  it,  and 
a  call  was  sent  to  headquarters  for  a  half 
dozen  more.    It  was  the  year  of  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  a  new  coin  had  been  issued 
bearing  the  portrait  of  the  Great  Emanci- 
pator.   There  had  been  no  change  in  our 
copper  coins  for  fifty  years,  so  that  everyone 
young  and  old,  was  eager  to  possess  the  new 
"Lincoln  penny."    Officials  said  there  had 
never  before  been  such  a  demand  for  sub- 
sidiary coin,  seven  hundred  thousand  being 
called  for  in  the  first  two  days. 

The  Lincoln  cent  was  the  first  portrait 
com  struck  in  the  United  States,  and  it 
caused  considerable  discussion.  Many  were 
afraid  that  the  issuing  of  a  portrait  coin  was 
the  first  sign  that  democracy  was  toppling, 
that  the  nation  was  about  to  become  a 
monarchy,  and  that  every  succeeding  Presi- 
dent would  have  his  head  on  some  unit  of 
our  currency.  Many  held  the  opinion  of 
George  Washington,  that  the  use  of  a  por- 
trait of  any  particular  person  on  American 
coinage  was  not  compatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  republic. 

But  this  discussion  soon  died  away  in  the 
heat  of  another.    On  the  reverse  side  of  the 
coin  appeared  three  tiny  initials,  V.  D.  B. 
Whose  were  they,  and  why  were  they  there? 
They  were  the  initials  of  the  designer,  Victor 
David  Brenner,  who  had  been  chosen  by 
President    Theodore   Roosevelt   to  execute 
the  design  for  the  new  cent.    The  President 
desired  Brenner's  name  on  the  coin,  and 
Secretary  Cortelyou  was  also  in  favor  of  it. 
Accordingly,  when  the  model  was  forwarded 
to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  it  bore  his  whole 
name.     Brenner  at  first  was  reluctant  to 
sign  either  his  name  or  initials,  but  it  was  a 
common   custom  on  the  coinage  of  other 
countries  to  include  the  name,  notably  the 
gold   coins  of  Fiance,  designed  by  Roty, 
under  whom  Brenner  had  studied.  When 
the  model  was  received  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  decided  to  have  the  initials  substituted 
for  the  name.    Because  of  the  great  popular 
objection  the  initials  were  removed,  but  over 
22,000,000  of  the  coins  were  in  circulation 
before  their  removal,  so  if  you  have  a  1909 
Lincoln  cent  you  will  probably  find  the  initials 
V.  D.  B.  on  it.    The  letter  "B"  was  tried 
but  even  that  seemed  unduly  conspicuous. 

Just  why  the  initials  should  cause  such  a 
storm  of  opposition  is  difficult  to  understand. 
Nearly  all  United  States  coins  bear  one  or 
more  initials,  either  of  their  designer  or  of  the 
chief  engraver  of  the  mint.  On  the  half 
dollar,  quarter,  and  dime  in  use  at  that  time, 
the  letter  "B"  was  plainly  stamped,  the 
letter  representing  the  chief  engraver,  Charles 
E.  Barber.  The  twenty  and  ten-dollar  gold 
pieces,  issued  just  two  years  before,  bore  the 
initials  of  the  artist,  Augustus  St.  Gaudens. 
Our  present  "buffalo  nickel"  has  an  "F" 
underneath  the  date,  for  the  designer,  J.  E. 
Eraser;  in  the  lower  right  field  on  the  obverse 
of  the  dime  are  the  initials  in  monogram  of 
A.  A.  Weinman,  as  well  as  on  the  reverse  of 
the  half  dollar;  the  quarter  bears  the  initial 
"M"  for  Herman  MacNeil.  At  any  rate, 
whatever  the  cause,  the  protest  was  heeded 
and  the  minting  of  the  new  cent  was  dis- 
continued after  a  few  days  in  order  to  remove 
the  initials. 


V\CT°?o  ^VID  BRENNER  was  born 
T\]2;  18o71'  in  a  Smali  Russi*n  town 
near  the  Baltic  Sea,  Shavli,  of  Jewish  parents 
As  a  ad  he  worked  with  his  father,  who  was  a 
metal  worker,  stone  cutter,  and  engraver  of 
rings  and  brooches.    Just  before  his  nine- 
teenth birthday  Brenner  came  to  New  York 
penniless    He  began  selling  matches  on  the 
streets  of  New  York  City  to  make  a  living 
This  was  in  May,  1890.   Soon  he  found  work 
in  an  Essex  Street  shop  as  a  die  cutter  and 
engraver  of  badges,  and  at  night  he  studied 
at  Cooper  Union.    In  1898  he  went  to  Paris 
to  study  under  Roty  and  Charpentier,  world- 
famous  medalists.   He  also  studied  sculpture 
He  returned  to  America,  and  by  1906  he 
was  established  as  a  medalist  and  sculptor 
He  was  very  ambitious,  and  an  indefatig- 
able worker,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  close 

application  to  his  work  contributed  to  his 
early  death,  which  occurred  in  1924,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two.  His  work  is  represented  in 
the  Paris  Mint,  and  in  the  Luxembourg 
Museum;  the  Munich  Glyptothek;  the 
Vienna  Numismatic  Society;  the  Metro- 
politan Museum,  New  York;  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  Boston;  and  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  which  par- 
ticularly sought  his  services. 

Brenner  first  heard  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  a  debating  club  at  the  Educational  Al- 
liance, on  the  lower  East  Side  in  New  York. 
He  was  fired  with  zeal  to  learn  all  he  could 
about  him,  and  the  more  he  knew  about  the 
man,  the  more  he  admired  him.  Charles 
Eliot  Norton  of  Harvard,  gave  him  an  un- 
published portrait  of  Lincoln,  which  Brenner 
used  as  a  basis  for  the  study  of  Lincoln's 
features.  But  he  examined  every  portrait 
available,  and  held  conversations  with  those 
who  had  known  Lincoln  himself. 

The  simplicity  of  the  design  is  appealing. 
It  is  not  overloaded  with  decoration.  Place 
a  Lincoln  cent  beside  the  "Indian  head"  and 
notice  how  impressive  are  the  hollow  sur- 
faces of  the  former.  Perhaps  it  is  for  that 
very  reason  that  the  initials  V.  D.  B.  seemed 
too  conspicuous  to  tolerate.  It  has  been 
declared  the  finest  medallic  portrait  of 
Lincoln  extant.  It  represents  Lincoln,  the 
great  introspector,  the  man  who,  as  Brenner 
thought,  "held  in  his  face  what  he  said  in 
his  Gettyburg  speech." 


July  28,  1937 


United  States  Mint 

san  Francisco,  California 

Gentlemen: 

We  are  coiqpilin*-  a  list  of  t  e  Lincoln  Head 
Cents  and  wonder  about  tLe  issues  of  1922,  1932,  1933, 
1934,  1936  and  1937  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Were 
there  any  cents  coined  in  the  above  mentioned  years, 
and  if  so,  how  many? 

Tours  very  truly, 


Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian 


July  28,  1937 


United  States  Hint 
Denver,  Colorado 

Gentlemen: 

We  are  compiling  a  list  of  the  Lincoln  Head 
Cents  ?nd  wonder  about  the  isgues  of  1909,  1910,  1921, 
1923,  1936  and  1937  from  the  Denver  mint.    Were  t  ere 
a  y  cents  coined  in  the  above  mentioned  years,  and  if 
so,  how  many? 

*ours  very  truly, 


Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian 


July  28,  193? 


Gnited  States  Mint 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

(jentlercens 

We  are  compiling  a  list  of  the  Lincoln  Head 
Cents  and  wonder  about  the  issues  of  1922,  1936  and 
1937  from  the  Philadelphia  mint.    Were  there  any  coined 
in  the  above  mentioned  years,  and  if  so,  how  many? 

lours  very  truly. 


Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 

united  states  mint  service 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

July  30,  1937 

Mr.  Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
FortWayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Sir:- 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  of  July  28,  please 
be  advised  that  7,160,000  Lincoln  cents  were  struck  ia  1922, 
and  all  at  the  Denver  mint. 

For  your  information,  there  were  309,632,000  pieces 
of  Lincoln  1?  bronze  struck  in  1936,  and  96,493,000  the  first 
six  months  in  1937. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Superintendent 

mkm 


OFFICE  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 

UNITED  STATES  MINT 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 

united  states  mint  service 
Denver,  Colo. 

July  30,  1937. 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne:,    I  ndi  ana 

Gentlemen:  Attention:  Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian 

I  have  your  letter  of  July  28  and  in  response  to  your 

REQUEST  REGARDING  COINAGE  OF  LINCOLN  HEAD  CENTS,  THE  FOLLOWING 
WILL  GIVE  YOU  THE  ISSUES  OF  THE  DENVER  M I  NT  FOR  THE  YEARS  MEN- 
TIONED  IN  YOUR  letter: 

1909  -  NO  COINAGE 

1910  -  NO  COINAGE 

1921  -  NO  COINAGE 

1922  -  7,160,000 

1923  -   NO  COINAGE 

1936  -  40,620,000 
1937  up  to  8/1/37  -  43,500,000. 

in  this  connection  i  wish  to  advise  that  the  first  lincoln 
head  cents  were  coined  by  the  denver  m i  nt  in  march,  1911. 

Respectfully, 


Mark  A.  Skinner,  Superintendent. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 


UNITED  STATES  MINT  SERVICE 


OFFICE  OF  SUPERINTENDENT 
UNITED  STATES  MINT 


San  Francisco,  Calif. 


August  2,  1937- 


Mr.  Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Sir** 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  July  28th,  no  cent 
pieces  were  coined  during  the  years  1922,  1932,  1933, 
and  1934,      During  the  year  193&,  29,530,000  were  coined. 
The  figures  for  1937,  of  course,  are  not  yet  available. 


Respectfully, 


UNITED  STATES  MINT,     SjJN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 


With  reference  to  your  recent  inquiry,  the  paragraph  below  marked 


contains  the  desired  information*  The  information  contained  in  the  other  para- 
graphs .:iay  be  of  interest  to  you* 

 The  Government  pays  no  premium  upon  any  issue  of  coins  or  paper  money  and 


the  Hints  neither  buy  nor  sell  old  coins  or  paper  money.  No  premium  list  of  coins, 
or  list  of  coin  dealers  is  published  by  the  Government,  and  the  Mint  is  unable 
to  supply  the  same*. 

 The  Mints  do  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  or  not  specific  coins  have 

special  value  or  to  decide  questions  in  numismatics  whether  referring  to  coins 
of  the  United  States  or  of  foreign  countries. 


 JThe  Mints  do  not  make  direct  distribution  of  new  money  and  all  requests  for 

sains/  should  be  made  direct  to  the  TREASURER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES ,  7ASHINGT0N  ,D  .C  . 

 Coins  are  not  segregated  by  years  in  the  Mints  or  in  the  Treasury  Department, 

but  specimens  of  recent  issues  of  silver  and  minor  coins  may  be  obtained  by  apply- 
ing to  the  TREASURER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES ,  WASHINGTON ,D  .C. 

 Commemorative  and  memorial  coins  are  not  available  at  the  Mints  or  at  the 

Treasury.  They  can  usually  be  obtained  from  the  organizations  having  charge  of 
the  pertinent  activities  connected  with  the  occasion  for  which  the  coins  are  issued. 

 The  Mints  do  not  manufacture  or  distribute  paper  money.  All  questions  relat- 


ing to  the  s^me  should  be  addressed  to    TREASURER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  WASHINGTON, 

 Money  which  has  become  battered  or  worn  out  or  requires  redemption  for  any 

other  reason,  should  be  sent  through  your  bank  to  the  nearest  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  for  such  action. 

 The  Mints  do  not  have  any  proof  coins,  patterns  or  experimental  pieces  for 

sale. 

 \s  a  possible  source  of  information,  you  might  wish  to  consult  the  American 


Numismatic  Association,  4215  Fernhill  Avenue,  Baltimore,  Maryland.  This  organiz- 
ation does  not  deal  in  coins,  but  is  in  communication  with  coin  dealers  and  crll- 
ectors  and  may  be  in  position  to  advise  you  as  to  what  premium,  if  any,  collectors 
might  pay  for  individual  coins. 

 The  Mint  is  closed  to  visitors  by  order  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 


Washington,  D.  C. 

Communications  to  the  Mint  should  be  addressed  to: 

SUPERINTENDENT,  UNITED  STATES  MINT ,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA. 

Respectfully,  / JL  / 

'  [  Jma  ^7 

Superintendent  1  I 


August  2,  1937 


Office  of  t  e  Superintendent 
United  States  Mint 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Sir* 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  infonaation 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  "but  would 
like  to  inquire  furtuer. 

We  have  in  our  collection  a  1922  penny 
with  no  mint  mark  and  wonder  if  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  it  being  i  *fake". 

that  is  the  total  number  of  pennies  struck 
in  1936  by  each  taint? 

We  are  contemplating  the  publishing  a 
small  folder  regarding  the  Lincoln  Head  Cent* 
and  wish  that  it  be  correct  as  possilj|p. 

Tours  very  truly. 


Maurice  A.  Cook,  librarian 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 


UNITED  STATES  MINT  SERVICE 


OFFICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
UNITED  STATES  MINT 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 


August  5,  1937 


Mr.  Maurice  A.  Cook,  Librarian, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Sir:- 


With  reference  to  your  letter  of  August  2, 


please  be  advised  txiat  we  could  not  pass  upon  the  coin 
in  question  without  seeing  the  coin.    However,  we  do 
know  that  no  Lincoln  cents  were  struck  at  this  mint 
in  1922. 

The  following  Lincoln  1#  bronze  were  struck 
at  the  different  mints  in  1936: 


Philadelphia    309,632,000  pieces 

Denver    40,620,000  " 

San  Francisco   29,130,000  " 


Very  truly  yours, 


RR/mkrn 


Superintendent 


I'or  immediate  Release 


How  about  the  Washington-LaFaye  tte  dollar  of  1900? 

f~      -  -  mnrimrriniriimim   


Mi-riMiii.  Harley  Shook, 

wliOMI  114  N.  Lincoln  Ave., 

Mm  DEFARTtHMJ  I'hre  e l i  ve  r  a  ,  Mich . 


Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  first  American  to  have  his  portrait 
appear  on  a  coin  of  the  United  States,  according  to  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Director  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company^  Lincoln  Museum 
in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.    It  was  in  August,  1909,  during  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  "birth,  that  the  Lincoln  one  cent  piece  was  put 
in  circulation,  he  said. 

The  head  of  Lincoln  was  placed  on  the  penny  only  after  much 
opposition.    Sentiment  had  been  decidedly  against  the  use  of  portraits  of 
public  men  on  coins  of  the  land*    Dr.  Warren  recalled  that  one  editorial 
writer  had  commented:  "No  President,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
Washington,  occupies  any  such  relation  to  the  American  people  as  justifies 
his  "being  memorialized  on  our  coins."    It  was  largely  through  the  leader- 
ship of  Theodore  Roosevelt,  who  was  then  President,  that  the  necessary 
legislation  was  enacted  to  authorize  the  new  coin. 

The  inscription,  "In  God  We  Trust,"  which  had  not  been  used 
on  the  one  cent  piece  previously,  was  appropriately  inscribed  on  the  Lincoln 
penny.    The  law  first  authorizing  the  use  of  this  motto  on  American  money 
was  passed  only  a  month  and  a  half  before  Lincoln*  s  assassination.  Another 
coincidence  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  bronze  penny  first  came  from  the 
mint  in  1864  while  Abraham  Lincoln  was  President. 

-0-0-0-0- 


From:    The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 


Beauteous  Je££  honors  Great  Emaneipator 


NATAL  day  of  the  Great 
Emancipator,  Honest  Abe 
Lincoln,  brings  an  expres- 
sion of  tribute  from  Jeff 
Donnell,  film  beauty.  Cere- 
monies honoring  him  today 
will  have  special  signifi- 
cance. His  credo  of  free- 
dom and  equality  is  being 
tested  in  cauldron  of  war. 


To  Make  Cents 


Old  Copper  Ratio  Is 
Restored  to  Pennies  i  f  1 


addition  of  enough  virgin  metal  to 
restore  the  old  copper-zinc  ratio 
of  95  to  5. 


Zinc  Penny 
Dropped 
By  Treasury 


WASHINGTON,  March  16.  (AP) 
—A  eood  penny  always  turns  up. 


Production  currently  is  at  a  150,- 


The  War  Production  Board 
(WPB)  has  found  the  copper  situa- 
tion sufficiently  improved  to  permit 


000,000-a-month  rate,  with  the 
year's  output  expected  to  equal  if 
not  exceed  last  year's  billion-plus 
figure  for  the  steel  cent. 


WASHINGTON,  Oft.  22.— 
(UP) — The  treasury  announced 
today  that  coinage  of  those 
dime  -  like  pennies  you've  been 
dropping  in  the  collection  plate 
by  mistake  will  be  discontinued 
and  minting  of  good  old  coppers 
resumed  January  1. 

But  584,000,000  of  the  "nuis- 
ances"— the  entire  output  —  will 
still  be  with  us,  the  treasury 
said,  because  of  an  expanded  de^ 
mand  for  one  cent  pieces. 

"The  zinc-steel  coins  already 
produced  will  remain  in  circula- 
tion," said  Mrs.  Nellie  Tayloe 
Ross,  director  of  the  mint. 

The  new  coppers  will  be  manu- 
factured from  a  recently  per- 
fected alloy  made  vith  materials 
salvaged  from  rifle-range  cases 
and  a  pinch  of  virgin  copper. 

"The  alloy  will  contain  slightly 
less  copper  and  slightly  more 
zinc  than  the  peacetime  form- 
ula," the  treasury  said,  "but  the 
coin  will  be  quite  similar  in  ap- 
pearance to  the  traditional  cent." 


The  ^Abraham  Lincoln  ^Association 


First  National  Bank  Building 


Springfield,  Illinois 


April  16,  1947 


Mrs.  Henry  W.  English 
884  West  College  Avenue 
Jacksonville,  Illinois 

Dear  Frs.  English: 

I  have  received  a  reply  to  my  query  addressed  to  Mr.  P.  H.  Meserve 
about  the  Lincoln  penny.    Apparently,  he  furnished  Brenner  with  several 
photographs  from  his  collection,  but  he  does  not  specify  that  the  one 
Brenner  used  is  the  one  given  in  the  frontispiece  to  my  book.  Presum- 
ably, this  one  is  the  most  likely  candidate,  although  Breiiner  used 
several  different  photographs.     I  quote  the  following  from  Mr.  leserve's 
letter:     "Brenner  came  to  me  before  he  made  his  design,  and   I  furnished 
prints  from  my  original  Braidy  negatives,  and  he  used  them  in  his  suc- 
cessfal  model."    Since  S5r.  Reserve  does  not  specify  that  he  knows  any 
particular  one  of  the  prints  which  he  furnished  to  have  been  the  one 
which  Brenner  used,  1  suppose  your  question  is  not  answered  entirely  to 
your  satisfaction,  but  among  the  several  negatives  which  Meserve  owned 
from  which  he  made  prints  for  Brenner's  use,  the  one  used  in  my  book 
does  seem,  in  appearance,  to  be  the  most  likely  candidate.  However, 
Brenner  probably  used  the  others  also,  as  an  artist  would  probably  con- 
sult different  ones,  even  though  he  decided  on  the  profile  design  as 
most  suitable  for  the  penny.    As  I  check  back  on  your  letter,  your  query 
as  to  the  fact  that  the  photograph  was  unpublished  would  be  answered  in 
this  way:     that  it  was  probably  not  published  at  the  time  the  statement 
was  made,  but  was,  of  course,  published  later  by  Meserve  in  his  collec- 
tion. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Roy  P.  Basler 

Editor  and  Executive  Secretary 


RPB-.ims 


Officers 


Directors 


GEORGB  W.  BUNN,  JR.,  PRESIDENT 
MARY  E.  HUMPHREY,  VICE-PRESIDENT 
PAUL  M.  ANGLE,  VICE-PRESIDENT 
BENJAMIN  P.  THOMAS,  TREASURER 
ROY  P.  BASLER,  EXECUTIVB  SECRBTARY 


OLIVER  R.  BARRETT,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
JAMES  W.  BOLLINGER,  DAVENPORT,  IA. 
F.  LAURISTON  BULLARD,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
ALICE  E.  BUNN,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
GEORGB  W.  BUNN,  JR.,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
J.  PAUL  CLAYTON,  WINNETKA,  ILL. 


PASCAL  E.  HATCH,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
MRS.  LOGAN  HAY,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
EDGAR  DEWITT  JONES,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


RALPH  G.  LINDSTROM,  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 
MARY  E.  HUMPHREY,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 


HENRY  A.  CONVERSE,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 


HENRY  M.  MERRIAM,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
CHARLES  L.  PATTON,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
JAMES  G.  RANDALL,  URBANA,  ILL. 
BENJAMIN  P.  THOMAS,  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
WILLIAM  H.  TOWNSEND,  LEXINGTON,  KY. 


 o  

LINCOLN  PENNY 


Forty  years  ago,  Abraham  Lincoln 
became  the  first  American  to  have  his 
portrait  paper  on  a  coin  of  the  United 
States,  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Histor- 
ian of  The  Lincoln  National  Life  In- 
surance Company,  stated  here  today. 
It  was  in  August,  1909,  during  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Lincoln's 
■birth  that  the  Lincoln  one-cent  piece 
was  put  in  circulation,  he  said. 

The  head  of  Lincoln  was  placed  on 
the  penny  only  after  much  opposition. 
Sentiment  had  been  decidedly  against 
the  use  of  portraits  of  public  men  on 
coins  of  the  land.  Dr.  Warren  recalled 
that  one  editorial  writer  had  com- 
mented, "No  president  with  the  pos- 
sible erception  of  Washington,  occu- 
pies any  such  relation  to  the  American 
people  as  justifies  his  being  memoria- 
lized on  our  coins."  It  was  largely 
through  the  leadership  of  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  who  was  then  President, 
that  the  necessary  legislation  was 
enacted  to  authorize  the  new  coin. 

The  inscription,  "In  God  We  Trust", 
which  had  not  been  used  on  the  one- 
cent  piece  previously,  was  appropria- 
tely inscribed  on  the  Lincoln  penny.  I 
The  law  first  authorizing  the  use  of 
this  motto  on  American  money  had 
been  passed  only  a  month  and  a  half 
jbefore  Lincoln's  assassination.  An- 
lother  coincidence  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  first  bronze  penny  came  from 
the  'mint  in  1864  while  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  President. 


MW1 


OFFICE  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MINT 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Coinage  operations  at  the  San  Francisco  hint  eerier!   ,-arch  31,  1955* 
During  the  period  January^  1  through  harch  31,  1955,  the  Hint  manufactured 
44,610,000  cents  ana  18,510,000  diiues.     Specimens  of  these  coins  vill  be 
includea  in  the  sets  of  uncirculated  coins  sold  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  Treasury  Department,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  during  the 
FIRST  THREE  MONTHS  OF  THE  CALENDAR  JfEAR  195b.    This  is  the  only'  Govern- 
ment source  through  which  the  1955  San  Francisco  coins  vill  be  distributed 
to  collectors.    Application  should  be  made  direct  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
unite!  States  DURING  THE  PERIOD  SPECIFIED  ABOVE.    No  rolls  of  coins  will 
be  sold. 


April  1955 


Fort  Wayne  Journal  Gazette 
Sunday,  December  21,  1958 


NEW  LOOK  FOR  LINCOLN 

Issue  New  Pennies  Feb.  12 


WASHINGTON  m  —  There'll  be 
new  pennies  in  your  pockets  after 
Feb.  12— really  new  for  the  first 
time  since  1909. 

President  Eisenhower  Satur- 
day approved  for  minting  a 
Lincoln  one  cent  piece  with  a 
different  reverse  side  as  a 
feature  of  the  Lincoln  sesqui- 
centennial  observance.  It  be- 
comes the  permanent  design. 

The  White  House  said  production 
of  the  new  coin  will  begin  Jan. 
2.  Both  the  Philadelphia  and  Den- 
ver mints  will  have  a  supply  for 
distribution  on  Feb.  12,  Lincoln's 
Birthday.  ' 

The  new  design  was  done  by 
Frank  Gasparro  of  the  Phila- 
delphia  Mint. 

The  portrait  of  Lincoln  by  Victor 
D.  Brenner  on  the  face  of  the  cent 
will  remain  unchanged.  However, 
the  new  reverse  side  will  show 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  as  viewed 


TAILS  ...  It's  New 

from  the  front  of  the  entrance. 
Above  the  memorial  is  the  motto, 
"E  Pluribus  Unum,"  and  above 
this,  following  the  curve  of  the 
border,  the  words,  "United  States 
of  America."  Below  the  memorial, 
also  following  the  curve,  will  ap- 
pear the  denomination  "one  cent." 

More  than  25  billion  Lincoln 
coins  of  the  present  design 
have  been  minted  in  the  past 
49  years.  | 


The  Coin  Collector 
October  20,  1958 


EDITORIAL 


BY  ROY  C.  LAWRENCE 

To  honor  the  150th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Birth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  our  entire  nation 
plans  a  huge  celebration  duiN 
ing  1959.  Already  the  very 
alert  Postal  Department  has 
authorized  four  new  Postage 
Stamps  to  Honor  Lincoln. 
Coin  collectors  through  out 
the  nation  have  written  ar- 
ticles, and  have  made  sketche/ 
of  proposed  coin  designs,  id 
replace  the  50  year  old  design, 
with  high  hopes  and  great  ex- 
pectations, a  new  lc  coin 
would  be  recommended  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brett,  the  Mint  Di- 
rector. 

Your  Editor  contacted  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  re- 
ceived this  reply: 

Treasury  Department 
Office  of 

Director  of  the  Mint 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
October  1,  1958. 
Mr.  Roy  C.  Lawrence, 

Anamosa,  Iowa 
Dear  Mr.  Lawrence: 

I  have  noted  with  interest 
your  comments  of  September 
26th  last. 


At  the  present  time  we  have 
no  desire  to  change  any  of 
the  coins  now  in  circulation. 

With  best  wishes  for  your 
continued  success,  I  am, 
Sincerely, 

W.  H.  Brett, 
Director  of  the  Mint 

...  It  is  interesting  to  note 
from  the  above  remarks,  of 
Mr.  Brett,  the  department  has 
no  desire  to  change  any  of  the 
coins  now  in  circulation.  Our 
public  officials  are  of  course 
elected,  or  appointed,  to  hold 
their  offices.   To  honor  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  Birth 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  seems 
reason  enough  to  request  a 
change  in   the  coins  design 
which  has  been  used  for  fifty 
years.  Assume,  for  point  of  ar- 
gument, the  Director  of  the 
mint,  50  years  ago,  assumed 
the  same  attitude.  We  would 
still  have  the  Indian  heaS 
cent.  Progress  frequently  re- 
veals a  change.  The  time  has 
come  to  alter  the  worn  out 
design  used  on  the  Lincoln 
cent. 


Lincoln  Penny  Changes  Garb  First  Time 
Since  1909 


EXTENSION  OP  REMARKS 

OP 

HON.  CLYDE  DOYLE 

OP  CALIFORNIA 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday,  January  27, 1959 

Mr.  DOYLE.  Mr.  Speaker,  by  reason 
of  unanimous  consent  heretofore  grant- 
ed me  so  to  do,  I  make  these  brief  re- 
marks about  the  brandnew  Abraham 
Lincoln  penny  which  penny  makes  its 
bow  to  the  public  commemorating  the 
birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

You  will  recall  that  President  Dwight 
D.  Eisenhower  of  the  United  States  of 
America  approved  the  new  design  of  this 
historic  penny  on  December  20,  1958,  and 
that  same  cannot  be  changed  except  by 
law;  if  it  is  changed  at  all;  and  then  only 
by  congressional  authority  after  25  years. 
This,  of  course,  will  make  it  very,  very 
difficult  for  so  many  counterfeiters  to 
profit  off  of  the  theme  and  extensive 
daily  use  of  the  penny.  My  reading  in- 
dicates that  the  Abraham  Lincoln  penny 
as  we  have  known  it,  until  the  birth  of 
this  new  penny  in  commemoration  of  the 
150th  birthday,  was  designed  and  created 
by  Frank  Gasparro,  an  employee  of  the 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Mint. 

This  new  penny  is  quite  different,  be- 
cause it  will  have  on  its  reverse  side  for 
the  first  time  a  very  legible,  discernible 
view  of  the  magnificent  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Memorial,  situated  right  here  in 
our  Nation's  Capital.  On  the  several  oc- 
casions, I  have  already  spoken  in  com- 
memoration of  Abraham  Lincoln,  I  have 
on  each  occasion,  and  I  do  now,  urge 
every  Member  of  this  great  legislative 
body  to  visit  the  Lincoln  Memorial  both 
in  the  daytime  and  during  the  night- 
time as  well.  It  is  closed,  by  the  way, 
at  9  o'clock  sharp  at  night.  The  motto 
"E  Pluribus  Unum"  also  appears  on  the 
new  penny  below  the  designation  of  the 
penny  as  "One  Cent."   However,  the 


original  front  of  the  penny  with  which 
1  we  are  all  familiar,  and  which  was  de- 
signed by  Mr.  V.  D.  Brenner,  remains  as 
1  it  has  been. 

j  In  connection  with  the  issuance  of  this 
(  historic  penny,  the  National  Geographic 
,  Society  gives  us  some  interesting  facts 
j  about  the  history  of  the  penny  as  we 
.  have  known  it.  Here  are  those  facts: 

At  least  25  billion  cents  have  been  pro- 
duced since  1909,  according  to  Geographic. 
Each  day,  mints  produce  about  15  tons  of 
cents  worth  $43,500,  but  costing  only  about 
$10,396.    Each  coin  contains  45.6  grains  of 
|    copper,  mixed  with  2.4  grains  of  zinc  and  tin. 
j    Precise  minting  lightens  the  chore  for  those 
handling  pennies  by  the  thousands.  They 
weigh  them  instead  of  counting,  since  there 
j    are  exactly  145  cents  to  the  pound. 


Old  Paper,  New 
Pennies  to  Mark 
Lincoln  Birthdate 

Shiny  new  pennies  and 
old  yellowed  paper  will  mark 
j  Abraham  Lincoln's  birth  date 
in  Minneapolis  Thursday. 

First  National  bank  and 
its  branches  will  distribute 
the  coins,  newly  minted  in 
honor  of  the  Lincoln  Sesqui- 
centennial  (150th  anniver- 
sary) year. 

Bank  customers  also  will 
receive  souvenir  replicas  of 
i  the  Gettysburg  address  on 
specially-aged  paper,  pre- 
pared by  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  Insurance  Co. 

Mayor  P.  Kenneth  Peter- 
son Friday  appointed  a  city 
Lincoln  Sesquicentennial 
committee:  Chairman  Lynn 1 
M.  Filing,  general  agent  for 
the  Lincoln  insurance  com- 
pany; Judge  L.  Howard  Ben-, 
nett  of  municipal  court  andi 
Roland  Thuleen,  First  bank 
vice  president. 

Bennett  will  discuss  Lin-' 
coin's  political  philosophy 
Thursday  at  a  Y's  Men  club 
luncheon  in  the  Downtown 


St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat 
February  13,  1959 


CENTSIBLE  EXPLANATION 


Small  V  Is  No  Error 
On  New  Lincoln  Penny 

By  Associated  Press 

WASHINGTON,  Feb.  12.— No,  the  government  didn't  make  a 
mistake  on  the  new  Lincoln  pennies  now  going  into  general  circu- 
lation. Some  folks  took  a  look  at  them  and  decided  somebody 
goofed. 


The  new  penny,  in  production 
since  Jan.  2,  has  a  new  "tails" 
side  which  shows  the  Lincoln 
legend,  "United  States  of 
America." 

Because  the  "o"  in  the  word 
,4of"  is  'a  small  letter  whereas 
all  the' other  are  capitals,  some 
people  thought  an  error  was 
made. 

Officials  said  the  coin  was  de- 
signed that  way,  even  though 
all  the  letters  on  the  old  Lincoln 
pennies  were  capitals. 

Frank  Gasparro,  Treasury 
artist  who  works  at  the  Phila- 
delphia mint,  said  he  had  plenty 
of  precedent  for  changing  the 
letter  style.  He  said  the  "o"  in 
the  word  "of"  is  a  small  letter 
on  the  new  Franklin  half  dollar, 


the  former  Miss  Liberty  half 
dollar,  the  regular  silver  dollar 
and  about  a  dozen  commemora- 
tive coins. 

"I  did  it  to  break  up  the  pat- 
tern of  the  design— the  letters," 
Gasparro  said.  He  added  that  he 
feels  the  small  "o"  makes  the 
coin  more  attractive  from  an 
artistic  standpoint. 

Gasparro  said  a  small  letter 
can  be  used  because  "of"  is  a 
preposition  rather  than  a  noun. 

The  "heads"  side  of  the  Lincoln 
penny  has  not  been  changed  from 
the  design  first  adopted  in  1909. 

Officials  said  more  than  126 
million  of  the  new  pennies  have 
been  produced.  These  have  been 
going  into  circulation  for  about 
a  month. 


DOMESTIC  COIITAGE  EXECUTED,  BY  MINTS,  DTTRHFG  CALENDAR  YEAR  195^ 


Denomination  ! 

Philadelphia  : 

San  Francisco  1 

Denver  : 

Total  Value  : 

Total  Pieces  : 

SILVER  : 

Half-dollars  -  Regular  

ii           "       -  Commemorative:  : 
Booker  T.  Washington-George  : 

Quarter-dollars  .............. 

$  6,710,751.50  : 

6,003.00  ; 
13,661,375.75  : 
11,^214,350.30  ! 

$  2,1496,700.00  : 

oi.oic.uu  ; 
2,958,680.50  : 
2.286,000.00  s 

$  12,722,790.00  :$ 

fi  orY^  00  : 
10,576,375.00  : 
10,639,700.00  j 

21,930,2^1.50  ' 

73,018.00  : 
27,196,^31.25  : 
214,350,050.30 

U3.860.U83  ; 

1U6.036  ; 
108,785,725  : 
2U3,500,503  : 

i  3l.302.US0.55 

7.S02.392.50  : 

33, 9UU, 868.00  : 

73. 5^9,7^1. 05 

396,292,7^7  : 

MINOR 
One-cent  pieces 

j  2,395,867.50 
':  718,733.50 

\      1,U69,200.00  : 
s         96l,900oOO  : 

5,856,228.00  ! 
2,515.525.00  : 

9,721,895.50 
14,196,158.50 

\     19^,^37.910  : 
s     Ui9,6l5,850  s 

3, 11U,  601. 00 

8  372  353.00  : 

13,912,05^.00 

:      6lU,O53,760  : 

!  3^,917,021.55 

10,233,!492  .  50 

142,317  ,  221.00  : 

87.^7,795.05 

i  1,010,3^6, 507  : 

COIITAGE  EXECUTED  FOR  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 

Costa  Rica  2,015.000 
U  El  Salvador  17,000.000 

1%%  Total  19,015,000 

I 


DOMESTIC  COIHAGE  BY  MINTS,  DUPITT&  CALBIMP  YEAP  1955 


Denomination  I    Philadelphia    I    San  Francisco-  i        Denver        i    Total  Value     j    Total  Piece*  s 


SILVEP                     s  !  . 

Half-dollars  !  $  1.U3M90.50  5  -  |  -0-       j  $  1.^38.130.50  j  2,876.381  i 

quarter  dollars  !  U.639,595.25  !  -0-  U  795.600.00  j  5.^35.195.25  j  a.7»»0.781  j 

Tjla8B  ,  ;  3  1,282,838-10  I  $  1,851.000.00  I  1,395.900.00  \  ^529,738.10  •  U55297,381  t 

Total  Silver  \  7.360.623.35  i  1.851,000.00  i  2,191.500.00  :  11,U03,123.85  t  69. 9 11*.  5*3  : 

MINOS                      s  :  !  !  ! 

Five-cent  pieces  I  Ul3.31O.0O  I  -0-  j  3.723.205.00  i  U, 136, 515.00  i  82.730.300  t 

>  tee^eent  pieces  ..  !  3.309.582.00  s  UU6.100.00  i  5.632.575.00  j  9.388,257.00  j  93S.825.70O  s 

Total  Minor  I  3.722,892.00  UU6.100.00  1  9.355.780.00  s  13. 52U, 772.00  s  1,021,556.000  s 


Total  Domestic  Coinage  ...J  11.083.515.85  j  2,297,100.00  \  11. 5U7, 280.00  2U,927, 895.85  1  1.091.U70.5U3  j 
~r- v'.  ju^e  at  tho  San  Francisco  Hint  ceased  March  31.  1955. 

COI^AOB  TSGSOUTED  POP  FOPKTGN  GOVTgPCTt^HTS 

Dominican  Pepublic    3D050sOOO 

Venezuela.  .........  6U?5QO„000 

Total  E7TB50VOOO 


DOMESTIC  COINAGE  EXECUTED,  BY  MINTS,  DUSING  CALENDAR  YEAR  1956 


Denomination  s 

Philadelphia  ; 

Denver  : 

Total  Value 

Total  Pieces  i 

SILVER 

$  2,016,000.00  : 
11  0"$6  000.00  : 
10, 864,000.00  ; 

-0-  ! 

$  3,083,625.00 
10,801,510.00 

$    2,016,000.00  ! 
19,119,625.00  s 

!       21,665,510.00  S 

4,032,000  : 
76,478,500  : 
216,655,100  : 

23,916,000.00 

18,885,135.00 

>  42,801,135.00 

297,165,600 

MINOR 

Eive-cent  pieces 
One-cent  pieces  . 


Total  Minor  ..... 


Total  Domestic  Coinage 


1,760,800.00 
4,207,450.00 


5,968,250.00 


29,884,250.00 


3,361,147.00 
10,922,011.00 


14, J43,15S.00 


33, £28, 293. 00 


5, 121. 9^7. 00 
15,189,461.00 


20,311,408.00 


63,112,5^3.00 


102,438,940 
1,51s. 9^6, 100 


,621,385,040 


1,918,550.3k) 


Proof  Coins  man' 


ufactured  at  Philadelphia    —    669,334  sets. 


COINAGE  EXECUTED  EOR  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS^ 
Dominican  Republic  3,000,000 
El  Salvador  6,000,000 
Haiti  2,500,000 
Honduras  §7.^53,500 
Total  38,793,500 


DOMESTIC  COINAGE  EXECUTED,  BY  HIHTS,  WjRIHG  CALENDAR  YEAR  1957 


Denomination 

:  Philadelphia 

;  Denver 

Total  Value 

:     Total  Pieces  : 

SILVER 

Half  dollars  

Quarter  dollars  ............. 

dimes  ....  o  

:  $  2,557,000.00 
:  11,633,000.00 
:  16,016,000.00 

:  $  9,983,425.00 
,  19,481,040.00 
11,335,433.00 

.  $12,540,425.00 
■  31,114,040.00 
27,351,433.00 

:        25,080,850  : 
124,456,160  : 
;       273,514,330  : 

Total  Silver  ............. 

:  30,206,000.00 

40,799,898.00 

71.005,898.00 

423,051,340  : 

MINOR 

-ive-cent  pieces  .... ....... . 

Jne-cent  pieces  .............. 

1,920,400.00  : 
2,825,400.00  . 

6,841,445.00  ! 
10,513,420.00 

8,761,845.00 
13,338,820.00 

175,236,900  : 
1,333,882,000  % 

Total  Minor 

4,745,800.00  ; 

17,354.865.00  ; 

22,100,665.00 

1,509,118,900  : 

Total  Domestic  Coinage  . . . : 

34,951,800.00  : 

58,154,763.00  : 

93,106,563.00  ; 

1,932,170,240  s 

'roof  Coins  manufactured  at  Philadelphia  -  1,247,952  sets. 


COIHAgg  EXECUTED  FOR  FOREICH  GOVERNMENTS 
El  Salvador  .........  12,000,000 

Ethiopia    ..........  6,928,000 

Honduras    ..........  40 f 336, 000 

Total  ........  59,264,000 


DOMESTIC  COXHM2B  EXECUTED.  BY  MIKXS,  DURING  CALBHDAR  YEAR  1958 


DaHomination 

;      Philadelphia  : 

Denver 

:     Total  Value  : 

Total  Pieces 

SILVER 

»  s 

: 

Half  dollars  ..i.......^.. 

..:  ?  2,021,000,00  : 

$11,931,206.00 

:  $14,002,206,00  : 

28,004,412  : 

■Quarter  dollars  <.<,,»«.,,,,, 

7  ci  col   o^c;  ftft 
r..r.  3  ,vv 

84, 434, 900  : 

Bimee  ...«....>,,,,*...>,,  =  .... 

3,191,000,00  : 

13,656,460,00 

:    16,847,460,00  : 
.;  ,  ...  

168,474,600  : 

Total  Silver  .■,,  =  ,.«,,». 

f—  f 

6,302,000000  : 

—  

45,168,891 ,00 

:  51,970,891=00 

280,963,912  : 

MINOR 

Five-cent  pieces  ,,,.,,,,<,, 

O)    v u  '     OCA  Art 

IOC     •3'}*3    TO  ft 

One -cent  pieces  .„  »„,,,.,<>,, 

2,525,250.00  ; 

8.005,533,00 

:     10,534,733,00  : 

1,053,478,300  : 

Total  Minor  ....«....<,»« 

.,:      3,379,650,00  : 

1 — , — , — , — ,  JL 

16,421,983,00 
 ,  _  

;  19,801,639,00 

1,238,815,420  : 

^ —  

Total  domestic  Coinage  . 

„„:    10,181,630,00  ; 

61,590.830,00 

:    71,772,530,00  ! 

1,519,779,332  : 

^roc-ic            sB&nuif&ctur&c!  at 

Philadelphia  -  875,6 

S2  sets. 

COINAGE 

EXECUTED  FOR  F0 

RSESli  GOVERNMENTS 

Cuba 

9omiuican  Republic 

Ethiopia 

Haiti 

50,003,000 
5,000,000 
43,072,000 
22,500,000 

Honduras 

Philippines 


2.000,000 
30,003.000 
152,575,030 


DOMESTIC  COINAGE  EXECUTED,  BY  MINTS,  DURING  CALENDAR  YEAR  1959 


Denomination 

Philadelphia 

Denver 

Total  Value 

Total  Pieces 

SILVER 

Half  dollars    ......  ....... 

$  3,100,000.00 
6,096,000.00 
8,578,000.00 

$  6,526,875  .00 
15,513,558.00 
16,491,979.00 

$  9,626,875.00 
21,609,558 .00 
25,069,979.00 

19,253, 750 
86,438,232 
250,699, 790 

Total  Silver  

17, 774,000  .00 

38,532,412 .00 

56, 306,412 .00 

356,391,772 

MINOR 

1,362,400.00 
6,097,150.00 

8,036,912 .00 
12, 797,600  .00 

9,399,312.00 
18,894, 750 .00 

187,986,240 
1,889,475,000 

7,459,550.00 

20,834,512  .00 

28,294,062 .00 

2,077,461,240 

Total  Domestic  Coinage  .... 

25,233,550.00 

59,366,924.00 

84,600,474.00 

2,433,853,012 

Proof  Coins  manufactured  at  Philadelphia  -  1,149,291  sets. 

COINAGE  EXECUTED  FOR  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS  AT  PHILADELPHIA 

Costa  Rica   30,410,000 

Dominican  Republic    2,100,000 

Korea   23,700,000 

Liberia   3,440,000 

Philippines   34,997,000 

Venezuela   35,000,000 

Total   129,647,000 


The  Dayton  Daily  News 
Dayton,  Ohio 
February  12,   19  6  3 


THIS  IS  ONE  OF  DIES  CAST  BY  U.S.  MINT 
Area  Man  Owns  Lincoln  Memento 


TEDDY  LIKED  IT 


^  i 


IIICOIII  Oil 


B,  SYLVESTER  RYNE  ARSON,  Daily  News  Correspondent 

Ever  wonder  why  you  keep  seeing  Lincoln  on  the 

pennv?  ,    .         •  -r 

1„   i<>n<)   to  celebrate   Hip    100th   anniversary  ol 
Abraham  Lincoln's  birth,  the  U.S.  Mint  issued  a  one-cent 
coin.  A  total  of  more  than  two  and  a  half  billion  ol  these 
pennies  were  minted  last  year  alone.  [ 
It's  easily  the  mosl  familiar 


U.S.  coin. 

And  its  minting  came  aboul  by 
chance. 


VICTOR  BRENNER,  a  nation- 
ally known  sculptor,  had  been 
commissioned  by  President  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt  to  design  a  modal 

calling  attention  to  the  Panama  i 

,  leaner,  he  devel< 

Canal.  ,  .  . 

ful  designer. 

Brenner  came  lo  America  in 
1890  ai  age  19  horn  Shavly.  Rus- 
sia.    A  metal  worker   and  die 


EDITOR'S  SOTE:  lufortno- 
tian  for  this  article  rrtm  .«»/>- 
plied  In  correspondent  R-imMr- 
(tti,i  i/rnrs  ngo  by  h'rector  of 
the  U.S.  \iin>  Srllie  Ttiylue 
Roxs  (194A-1953).  Pictured 
die  of  Lincoln  penny  iras  gicea 
to  him.  by  Mr*.  Rosa. 


sd  into  a  skill- 


1  As  Brenner  prepared  to  keep 
his  appointment  to  show  the 
President  his  Panama  medal,  lie 
off-handedb  look  along  a  bronze 
Lincoln  bust  he  had  made. 

Teddy  Roosevelt  was  delighted, 
lie  pounced  on  the  idea  of  mak- 
ing the  bust  the  subject  of   a  I 
coin.  j 

THE  DIE  WAS  cast.  Brenner 
later  added  his  initials.  VDB,  to 
some  issues  of  the  1909  Lincoln, 
cent.  Pennies  minted  at  Sanj 
Francisco  carrying  an  "S"  along  j 
iwith  the  VPB  are  currently  word;' 
(about  $70  each. 

i  Americans  have  been  looking! 
jat  Brenner's  bust  of  Lincoln  fori 

more  than  50  years. 
And   all   because   a  designer 

casually  showed  a  plaque  to  a 

President. 


/  9,  s-  9  6,  G 


May  23,  1966 


Miss  Marion  Stover 
Principal,  Glenwood  Park  School 
4501  Vance  Avenue 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Miss  Stover: 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  your  sixth  grade  students  visit 
our  Museum- Library,  not  long  ago.    Their  letters  of  appreciation, 
which  I  received  this  morning,    are  very  enjoyable.    I  found  the 
members  of  this  class  to  be  intelligent  and  unusually  perceptive. 

Lynda  Rohloff  asked  a  question  about  the  Lincoln  one  cent 
piece,  which  I  hesitated  to  answer  without  checking  my  facts. 
Would  you  kindly  pass  on  to  Lynda  the  following  information? 

In  1909,  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  year  of  Lincoln's 
birth,  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  decided  to  honor  Abraham 
Lincoln  by  requesting  the  Treasury  Department  to  authorize  the 
mint  to  produce  a  "penny"  with  Lincoln's  profile  on  it.  That 
is  why  Lincoln's  likeness  appears  on  the  "penny",  and  why  the 
first  one  cent  piece  in  our  Lincoln  collection  bears  the  date, 
1909. 

Very  sincerely, 


(Mrs.)  Ruth  P.  Higgins 
Asst.  to  Dr.  McKurtry 

rph/ 


The  1909  penny  (left)  shows  the  work  of  the  original  die.  The  1968  penny  shows  the 
flattening  that  occurred  over  the  years.  The  new  penny  (right)  shows  Lincoln's  image 
restored  to  normal.  (UPI  Facsimile) 


Mint  Repairs  Die  For  Penny 


Lincoln  Gets  Shave,  Haircut 


WASHINGTON  (UPI)  —  Abraham  Lin- 
coln has  been  given  a  shave  and  a  hair- 
cut as  a  sort  of  160th  birthday  present. 

The  trimming,  done  without  fanfare, 
was  done  on  the  Lincoln  head  that  ap- 
pears on  the  U.S.  penny,  starting  with 
1969  coins. 

THE  GENERAL  public  apparently 
didn't  notice,  but  coin  collectors  did  — 
and  the  Treasury  Department's  Bureau  of 
the  Mint  was  moved  to  issue  a  statement 
Friday  assuring  everyone  that  "no  change 
in  design"  of  Abe's  head  was  intended  by 
the  spruce-up. 

A  mint  spokesman  explained  that  be- 
cause of  long  usage,  the  master  die  cut  in 
1909  had  flattened  the  features  of  the 


16th  president,  whose  160th  birthday  an- 
niversary was  Feb.  12. 

AS  THE  YEARS  wore  on,  the  craggy, 
bearded  Lincoln  features  broadened  and 
a  topknot  of  hair  began  to  appear.  The 
words  "In  God  We  Trust"  and  "Liberty" 
flattened  out  and  began  crowding  the 
edge  of  the  coin. 

"All  we  did  is  bring  the  words  back  to 
the  proper  distance  the  original  design 
called  for  and  we  sharpened  the  features 
to  the  depth  they  were  on  the  1909  coin," 
the  spokesman  said.  "We  cannot  change 
the  design  of  a  coin  within  a  25  year  pe- 
riod without  congressional  action  and  we 
have  no  intention  of  doing  so." 
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No  More  Copper  Cents? 


Barring  unforeseen  develop- 
ments the  United  States  Mint 
will  introduce  a  new  kind  of 
one-cent  piece  —  a  coin  con- 
sisting mostly  of  zinc,  instead 
,  •  of  copper  —  before  the  end  of  this  year. 
That  became  likely  at  the  end  of  last 
\  month  when  the  Treasury  Department 
got  the  green  light  from  the  House  Sub- 
committee on  Consumer  Affairs  and 
Coinage. 

|  There  has  been  some  question  as  to 

A  .  whether  the  switch  would  require  ena- 
bling legislation  because  the  Treasury 
contends  that  existing  laws  provide  the 
needed  authority  and  the  House  panel 
now  has  endorsed  that  position.  The 
only  remaining  obstacle  is  a  lawsuit  by 
the  Copper  and  Brass  Fabricators 
*  Council  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  trade  associa- 

tion. That  group  maintains  that  the 
plan  is  "arbitrary,  capricious  and  an 
abuse  of  discretion."  It  has  sought  an 
injunction  barring  the  switch. 

At  present,  the  cent  is  made  from  an 
alloy  of  95  percent  copper  and  5  percent 
zinc.  Under  the  Treasury's  plan  the 
percentages  would  be  more  than 
reversed:  the  new  coin  would  be  97.6 
percent  zinc  and  just  2.4  percent  cop- 
per. Its  basic  alloy,  i..  fact,  would  be  al- 
most entirely  zinc  —  99.2  percent  — 
with  copper  accounting  for  a  minuscule 
0.8  percent.  However,  there  would  be 
copper  plating,  and  this  would  give  the 
coin  an  outward  appearance  almost 
identical  to  that  of  the  present  cent. 
• 

The  move  is  designed  to  save  money, 
and  more  than  mere  pennies  are  in- 
volved. Treasury  officials  estimate 
that  the  government  could  save  be- 
tween $25  nnd  $50  million  annually  by 
reversing  the  roles  of  copper  and  zinc 
in  the  cent.  They  also  point  out  that  be- 
sides being  two  to  three  times  cheaper, 
zinc  has  also  been  less  subject  to  mar- 
ket manipulation.  Copper  prices  have, 
by  contrast,  fluctuated  widely  in  recent 
years,  at  times  climbing  sot  high  that 
the  Mint  has  lost  money  on  the  manu- 
facture of  cents. 

Similar  conditions  prevailed  and 
similar  arguments  were  advanced  in 

1973  when  the  Treasury  sought  ap- 
proval to  abandon  copper  cents  and 
make  the  coins  from  aluminum.  The 
Mint  even  struck  prototype  aluminum 
cents.  Copper  prices  receded  soon  af- 
terward so  the  switch  was  never  made, 
but  Congress  did  pass  legislation  in 

1974  authorizing  the  Mint  to  vary  the 
percentages  of  copper  and  zinc  in  the 
cent  if  metal  prices  dictated  such  a 
move. 

At  the  time,  there  was  discussion 
that  the  copper  content  might  be  re- 
duced from  95  percent  to  70,  but  that 
adjustment  never  came  about.  The 
copper  fabricators  now  contend  that  in 
authorizing  a  reduction  of  the  copper 
content,  Congress  had  envisioned  no 
such  cutback  beyond  the  level  of  70  per- 
cent, tj  ,. _  ....  .   

The  House  subcommittee,  chaired  by 
Rep.  Frank  Annunzlo,  an  Illinois 
Democrat,  strongly  endorsed  the 
Treasury  position  following  public 
hearings  March  31.  Nonetheless, 
Treasury  officials  continued  to  proceed 
cautiously.  Dr.  Alan  J.  Goldman,  act- 
ing director  of  the  Mint,  said  full  imple- 
mentation of  the  cent  switch  might  be 
delayed  pending  disposition  of  the  cop- 
per council's  suit.  The  government  has 
filed  a  motion  In  federal  District  Court 
seeking  dismissal  of  the  suit. 

According  to  Dr.  Goldman  the  Mint 
hopes  to  begin  production  of  copper- 
plated  cents  later  this  year,  perhaps  In 
the  fall,  at  Its  branches  In  San  Fran- 
cisco and  West  Point,  N.Y.  Production 
would  begin  In  1982  at  the  larger  facili- 
ties In  Philadelphia  and  Denver,  with 
completion  of  the  changeover  antici- 
pated by  the  end  of  next  year. 

By  making  both  varieties  side  by  side 
over  an  extended  period,  Mint  officials 
hope  to  ease  the  transition  for  bankers, 
merchants  and  the  general  public. 
They  hope  in  this  way  to  also  help  cur- 
tall  hoarding  of  copper  cents,  for  the 
1981  and  1982  dated  coins  of  the  old  com- 
position would  be  similar  in  appear- 
ance to  the  new  coins. 

The  new  cent  would  be  19  percent 
lighter  in  weight  than  the  present  ver- 
sion, Dr.  Goldman  said,  but  otherwise 
would  be  difficult  to  distinguish,  and 
would  seem  no  different  at  all  to  most 
users.  Critics  have  noted  that  zinc  Is 
more  prone  to  corrosion  than  copper  Is, 
but  Mint  technicians  claim  the  coin's 
copper  plating  would  shield  It  from 


It  seems  likely  that  within  a  rela- 
tively short  time  following  introduction 
of  the  new  cents  hoarders  and  specula- 
tors will  have  removed  virtually  all 
pre-1981  cents  from  circulation,  just  as 
they  removed  silver  U.S.  coins  follow- 
ing the  introduction  of  clad  coinage  in 
1965.  That,  in  turn,  should  stimulate 
new  interest  in  Lincoln  cents  as  collect- 
ibles. 

The  Lincoln  cent  series  has  been 
overshadowed  in  recent  years,  with 
much  of  the  spotlight  focused  on  gold 
and  silver  coins  and  high-grade  "type 
coins."  However,  there  are  sighs  that 
this  once-dominant  series  may  now  be 
recapturing  its  former  place  in  the  sun. 

Its  resurgence  was  dramatized  in 
December,  when  Steve  Ivy  Numis- 
matic Auctions  Inc.  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
sold  a  single  Lincoln  cent  for  $16,500  — 
an  all-time  record  for  the  series.  The 


The  Israel  Numismatic  Society  of 
Long  Island  will  celebrate  Its  12th  anni- 
versary on  May  2,  during  the  banquet 
at  the  Greater  New  York  Coin  Conven- 
tion at  the  New  York  Sheraton  Hotel.  A 
special  medal  is  being  struck  for  the  oc- 
casion, according  lo  Faye  Stern,  presi- 
dent of  the  club. 

Next  Sunday,  a  new  audio-visual  pre- 
sentation on  Israel's  coins  and  medals 
will  have  Its  premiere  showing  at  the 
convention.  The  screening  is  scheduled 
for  11  A.M.  at  the  New  York  Sheraton. 
Dr.  Ira  Rezak  Is  chairman  of  the  event 


This  1922  Lincoln  cent  brought  record 
price  of  $18,500  at  recent  auction. 

coin  in  question  was  a  Mint  State-65  ex- 
ample of  the  1922  "Plain"  cent,  a  popu- 
lar Lincoln  variety  that  seldom  is  found 
in  choice  condition. 

Aside  from  the  1922  Plain,  there  may  i 
be  no  other  Lincoln  which  could  bring 
such  a  price  at  this  time.  Still,  there  is  1 
no  doubt  that  this  record-breaking  fig-  ! 
ure  will  cast  a  long  shadow  on  the  mar- 
ket for  the  series  as  a  whole.  And,  as  it 
happens,  that  market  has  been  building 
for  months. 

In  recent  months,  for  instance,  the 
1909-S  VDB  Lincoln  cent,  lowest  mint- 
age coin  in  the  series  (other  than  errors 
and  varieties),  has  risen  in  value  from 
a  few  hundred  dollars  to  more  than 
$1,000  in  choice  mint  condition.  Other 
scarce  Lincolns  have  posted  similar 
gains  in  the  highest  grade. 

Harry  J.  Forman,  well-known  Phila- 
delphia coin  dealer  and  author  of  sev- 
eral books  on  coin  investment,  thinks 
Lincoln  cents  are  "way,  way  overdue" 
for  a  market  boom.  He  predicts  that 
when  it  happens  the  prices  of  first-rate 
specimens  will  rise  explosively. 

"Early  Lincoln  cents  are  difficult  to 
obtain  in  choice  condition  —  more  diffi- 
cult, perhaps,  than  any  other  series," 
Mr.  Forman  says.  "Not  that  many 
pieces  were  saved  in  nice  condition  to 
begin  with.  Copper  doesn't  keep  well, 
so  relatively  few  have  survived  in  flaw- 
less shape. 

"It's  probably  just  as  big  a  challenge 
to  put  together  a  set  of  MS-65  Lincoln 
cents  as  it  is  to  assemble  a  similar  set 
of  Walking  Liberty  halves,  but  nobody 
is  trying  to  do  it  so  collectors  haven't 
yet  awakened  to  the  fact." 

In  Mr.  Forman's  view,  well-heeled 
coin  buyers  have  tended  to  underesti- 
mate Lincolns  because  they  are  associ- 
ated so  often  with  younger,  less  experi- 
enced and  less  affluent  collectors.  The 
record  price  paid  lor  the  '22  Plain  has 
opened  many  eyes,  he  thinks,  and 
should  help  spark  a  surge  of  new  inter- 
est by  investors.  But,  he  adds,  the  real 
catalyst  will  be  the  change  In  the  coin's 
composition  —  If  and  when  It  actually 
comes  to  pass. 

Convention  Activities 
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Two  coins  have 
anniversaries 
in  January 

By  JAMES  H.  BRUMS 


Lincoln  Memorial  cents  and  Roosevelt  dim*c  V. 
™S*  ">V--h  Both  of  the  ,1™  ',";  ™ 
mam"  eierf;ride  lhe"  d<but     J— O- 

dan,  mmit&ZB?-  W  the  «««* 
Initially  released  in  1909  —  the  100th  -n- v. 

.    the  16th  president's  birth  -  Lincoln  cem ?f  ^  °f 
r,K,..,_,  i  •  ,  '-"ituiu  cents  "eature  an 

X-   D  p1Sn  S'Ch  Wa£  modeled  aft*r  a  plaque  by  V™ 

une  Lent  over  the  inscription  "United  Qw«  * 
America.  The  motto  "F  Plni.tk  .  n  ,  bI^tes  of 
side  the  upper  rfm   °  UnUm  a*>Peared 

verse.  The  artist's  initial,  werfrem^e^Wt 
the  coin  appeared  in  1909  and  remained  off  or *1  ?;  . 
cents  until  191S  when  tW  j/  ,    1  on  a11  Lir'Coln 

Lincoln's  sleeve  3      "  added  10  the  c"t-off  of 

changed  ^ftr  ^CTtinUed  "  U"  virtua">'  un-  ! 
melted  down  and  re,ur„e^«„l  pr^io?' 


anniversary  of  his  birth. 

Frank  Gasparro,  the  former  chief  sculptor  for  the 
Mint,  designed  a  reverse  featuring  a  view  of  the  Lincoln 
Memory  m  Washington.  D.C.,  which  was  approved  for 
u.-e  or,  the  coin  b\  President  Eisenhower  on  Jan.  2  1959 
I  he _;nclus.on  of  Gasparro's  design  resulted  in 'the 
product.  ,n  of  the  first  United  States  coin  to  bear  the  like- 


•  u.r  same  person  on  both  sides:  with  Brenner's  ;en- 

Me^r-^fSfrfr^f^l  ,GasParro's  <'  the 

highlighting  Lincoln's  statue  in  the  center.  It 

the  i  i ret  I  1  <  » .  r.    ,  ,  .... 


ness  i 


.  ,  r.  fa  ""u-u,Ui  aidtue  in  tr.e  center  It 

^°;r^d  thl  "rsl  U;S-  coin  to  feature  the  initial,  of 
two  doners  Gasparro  s  initials  tFG)  are  located  to  the 
right  of  the  monument's  base. 

Lincoln  Memorial  cents  are  certainly  not  s  hT,t 
i  reduction  t.  tals  started  off  at  almost  1.9-billi  ,n  and  in- 
cn  ased  steaaiiy  to  well  over  9-billion  annually  It  c».  ,v]a 
be  noted  that  1965  and  1966  are  exceptions  torivs  o.'  -  .,t 
Record  Lmcoln  Memorial  cents  were  involved  in  the 
hearing  of  coins  in  1964,  a  fact  which  p.^mp^d  the 
treasury  Department  to  eliminate  mint  marks  from  all 
corns.  This  restriction,  however,  was  revoked  on  Jan.  2 

THE  ROOSEVELT  DIME  is  an  old-timer  as  far  as 
its  design  is  concerned:  however,  the  37  years  it  ha',  b*en 
.round  isnt  a  record  for  a  10-ceni  coin.  Basically  the 

•  ^iTbut^  diinrvkJdi  :he  tu!e  for  l°^™>  183'-  ' 

itVl  I,  but  th.rc  are  three  variations  which  must  be  taken  I 

nCu  ErSI,0n- Tkt  firSt  -thout  stars  on  the  ' 

obverse  was  n  use  just  two  years.  Next  came  the  obverse 

>t  ?  Wl"ih  r ied  23  -Vears;  follo»'* d  by  the  obverse 
..uh  the  l,gend  -United  States  of  America'"  and  no  stars 
which  showed  op  for  32  years. 

By  comparison,  the  Mercury  type  dime  survii  ed  for  -9 
years;  only  a  bit  ahead  of  the  Barber,  or  Liberty  Head 
lU-cent  coin,  which  lasted  from  1892  to  1916. 


Below/ filed  a  copy  under  Stamps 

An  1860  20c^  stamp  has  been  in 'Circul&t ien  this  year  featur- 
ing a  red  fire  pumper    used     during  Lincoln's  Era  by  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service  for  Philatelists  and  general  use.     I  have  one  for 
myself . 
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Many  Know  Abe  Lincoln 
'Is  Still  Making  Centsv 


A 


by  Russell  J.  Pornwalt 
Now,  let's  head  back  to  1900,  the  year 
in  which  the  United  States  Mint  began  to 
make  cents,  featuring  the  likeness  of  one 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Some  folks,  however, 
protested  the  Lincoln  coinage,  saying 
that  it  made  no  sense  to  "promote  a  Lin- 
coln personality  cult." 

Opposition  to  the  penny  did  not  pre- 
vail. In  fact,  the  American  people  —  col 
lector  and  consumer  alike —  greeted  the 
new  coin  enthusiastically  and  numisma 
tically. 

As  you  know,  this  year  marks  the  175th 
anniversary  of  President  Lincoln's 
birth,  and  the  coin  minted  in  his  honor  is 
proving  to  be  a  record  setter.  It  has  been 
75  years  since  the  Lincoln  penny  has 
been  slotted  into  piggy  banks  and  vend- 
ing machines.  It  is  25  years  since  the  Lin- 
coln Memorial  design  was  placed  on  the 
coin's  reverse.  .  "~ 

The  Lincoln  penny  has  been  issued  for 
a  longer  period  of  time,  and  in  far  great- 
er quantities,  than  any  other  coin  in 
United  States  history.  For  example, 
'.,7'J9, U71, 500  D-Mint  pennies  were  made 
in  I9f>4.  For  many  collectors  of  coins,  the 
familiar  and  readily  available  Lincolns 
have  been  the  starting  point. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  Lincoln 
cent  was  the  first  regular  coin  to  carry 
!he  portrait  of  a  real-life  person.  You 
may  recall,  if  you're  a  student  of  numis- 
matic matters,  that  George  Washington 
opposed  the  use  of  his  likeness  on  any 
I  niled  States  coin.  His  view  engendered 
the  feeling  that  no  one  else  should  be  so 
honored.  f . 

of  course,  down  through  the  years, 
other  prominent  individuals  have  .been 
honored  on  U.S.  coins.  Jefferson  first 
found  a  niche  for  himself  on  the  nickel  in 
I'MR  The  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  dime 
Has  introduced  in  1946.  The  Washington 
quarter  came  out  in  1932  ( the  200th  anni- 
versary of  his  birth  J.  The  Benjamin 
Franklin  half  dollar  was  first  issued  in 
1948,  and  the  50-cent  piece  in  honor  of 
President  Kennedy  was  launched  in 
1%4  The  Eisenhower  dollars  were  first 
minted  in  1971.  The  ill-fated  Susan  B.  An- 
thony dollar  made  her  rather  uncere- 
monious debut  in  1979.  v  ■ 

In  any  event,  the  Lincoln  penny  holds, 
virtually  all  records  for  longevity,  dur- 
ability, visibility,  utility,  viability  and 
i  ollec  tor-enthusiasm,  along  with  market 
activity  thrown  in. 

Howev  er,  it  should  also  be  pointecl  out 
that  some  of  those  records  may  be  on 
somewhat  shaky  ground.  While  the  Lin- 


coln cent  will  celebraie  its  centennial  in 
the  year  2009,  it  has  been  in  a  kind  of 
eclipse  for  20  years.  Ed  Reiter,  who 
writes  about  matters  numismatic  for 
The  New  York  Times,  notes  that  in  the 
early  1960's  cents  and  cent-rolls  domin- 
ated dealers'  ads  and  collectors'  want- 
lists.  Since  then,  however,  they  have 
played  second  violin  ("fiddle"  if  you 
wish ) ,  to  coin  a  phrase,;  to  gold  and  silver 
pieces.  : '.  ~ 

The  explanation,  according  to  Reiter, 
lies  partly  in  collectors'  and  investors' 
greater  concern  with  intrinsic  value.  To 
some  degree  it  is  also  a  product  of  the 
roll  market's  collapse  in  the)  mid-1960's 
which  turned  many  coin -  buffs  away 
from  cents. .They  felt  it  made  moreseiSse 
vto  invest  their Jiol la r srin  'the  more  pre- 
cious' metals  ."  1   ..S.Jt 

"Some  experts  thought  that  pennies, 
might  stage  a  comeback  during  1983. 
They  based  their  belief  on  the  feeling 
that  many  Americans  would  be  attract- 
ed to  cent-collecting  by  the.  new  zinc 
cent,  which  first  appeared  in  late  1982. 

However,  up  to  the  present  time,  the 
new  cent  has  not  aroused  a  great  deal  of 
interest.  Apparently  its  copper  barrel 
plating  gives  it  the  outward  appearance 
of  being  just  like  any  other  cent.  *J 
Although  much  of  the  general  and  col- 
lecting public  has  not  caught  on  to  the 
change,  one  source  reports  that  some 
speculators  "are  hoarding  anything  be- 
fore 1982".  It  is  their  belief  that  those 
cents,  made  primarily  from  copper,  will 
rise  in  value  along  with  the  metal  itself. 
The,v  are  not  saving  1982  pennies,  the 


source   aHvises.    because   those  were 
struck  in  zinc  as  well  as  brass.  They  are, 
of  course,  avoiding  1983  and  1984  pennies. 
because  the  entire  mintages  of  those  are 
in  zin^ 

Among  the  dozen  or  so  Lincoln  cents 
now  commanding  premium  prices  (buy- 
ing or  selling)  are  those  with  dates 
1909CS),  1909(S,VDB),  191KS),  1912(S), 
1914(D),  1914(S),  1915(S),  1922  (no  mint 
mark),  1924(D),  1926(S),  1931(D)  and 
1931  (S).  v  > 

Collectors,  of  course,  will  recall  that 
the  introduction  of  designer  Victor  D. 
Brenner's  ( VDB)  Lincoln  cent  ended  the 
life  of  the  Indian  head  design  at  50  years. 
In  another  50  years,  a  new  reverse  fea- 
turing Frank  Gasparro's  engraving  of 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  was  mated  to 
Brenner's  obverse.  Mint  artisans  refur- 
bished Brenner's  Lincoln  portrait  which 
had  deteriorated  badly  during  60  years 
of  use.  .  .....  . 


Numismatics 


Celebration 

For  a  Famous  Cent 


By  JED  STEVENSON 


IF  ever  a  coin  could  be  called  endear- 
ing, the  Lincoln  ceni  earns  the  title 
hands  down.  Celebrating  its  80th 
year,  more  than  a  quarter-trillion  of 
the  coins  have  been  minted.  Although 
It  is  known  commonly  as  the  penny 
that  term  is  an  anachronism  from 
British  colonial  times. 

After  a  long  series  of  Indian  heads, 
sitting  Liberties,  standing  Liberties, 
striding  Liberties  and  Liberties  in 
profile,  Mr  Lincoln's  bust  graced  a 
coin.  In  1909,  one  hundred  years  after 
Lincoln  was  born.  Congress  decided 
to  break  from  tradition  and  honor  a 
President  and  chose  Abraham  Lin- 
coln for  the  occasion.  The  Lincoln 
cents  have  come  down  to  us  since 
then  in  one  of  three  forms. 

The  first  depicted  Lincoln's  head 
on  the  obverse  with  ears  of  wheat  on 
ihe  reverse;  the  second  cent  had  the 
same  motif,  but  was  made  of  steel 
because  of  copper  shortages  during 

More  than  250 
billion  Lincoln 
cents  have  been 
minted  since  1909. 


World  War  II.  The  third  is  the  cent 
that  probably  resides  in  your  purse  or 
wallet  now  —  the  same  Lincoln  bust 
is  on  the  obverse  but  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  replaces  the  wheat  ears  on 
the  reverse. 

More  than  250  billion  of  anything  is 
a  little  hard  to  imagine  But  placed 
end-lo-end  the  231,882,676.499  cents 
minted  for  general  circulation  since 
1909  would  cover  2,808,586  miles. 
Stacked  atop  one  another  —  at  17  to 
an  inch  —  the  resulting  tower  would 
stretch  220,851  miles  high 

But  it  may  not  be  their  numbers 
that  endear  Lincoln  pennies  to  us. 
Perhaps  our  memories  of  childhood 
and  those  of  pennies  are  so  inter- 
twined [hat  the  ubiquitous  Lincoln 
cent  seems  like  an  old  friend. 

Coin  collections  began  with  a 
search  through  our  parents'  change, 


spilled  each  evening  on  a  bureau.  We 
were  allowed  to  keep  the  pennies ,  but 
higher  denominations  were  off  limits 
to  deter  our  greed. 

Mathematically,  we  learned  the 
first  lessons  In  counting  from  stacks 
of  pennies.  Statistics  were  made  clear 
to  us.  We  discovered  that  "heads" 
while  equally  probable  to  "tails,"  did- 
n't come  up  every  second  toss. 

We  learned  physics  while  pitching 
pennies  and  soon  knew  that  an  object 
in  motion  would  continue  in  motion 
far  longer  if  it  rolled  than  if  it 
bounced.  And  the  ductability  of  met- 
als was  apparent  after  a  freight  train 
rolled  over  a  penny  laid  on  the  rail 

Pennies  taught  us  the  lessons  of 
fashion,  for  who  would  be  so  gauche 
as  to  put  a  silver  dime  in  a  penny 
loafer? 

Sorrowfully,  too,  we  learned  of  in- 
flation. Over  the  years  the  cent  has 
lost  its  value  There  is  still  penny 
candy  bui  at  Macy's  the  scale  jumps 
immediately  from  zero  to  two  cents 
and  a  quarter-  pound  is  the  minimum 
sale.  Penny  stocks  are  a  dime  a  dozen 
or  even  less,  but  no  broker  will  accept 
a  single-cent  sale.  Even  our  thoughts 
seem  too  precious  to  be  sold  for  a  just 
a  penny 

The  lucky  penny  lying  on  Ihe 
ground  has  begun  to  disappear.  Pen- 
nies abound,  but  the  effort  of  bending 
and  picking  them  up  seems  too  great 
for  the  reward.  Perhaps  that  is  why, 
in  some  areas  of  the  couniry,  only 
cents  lying  face-up  are  considered 
lucky. 

Token  booths  generally  won't  ac- 
cept them  and  we  often  think  of  them 
as  a  nuisance  Millions  lie  neglected 
at  the  bottom  of  drawers,  in  mayon- 
naise jars,  in  cigar  boxes. 

But  let  the  nighl  come  when  ihe 
dollars  have  been  spent,  the  quarters 
and  dimes  and  nickels  are  gone  Then 
the  lowly  Lincoln  cent  comes  to  the 
rescue. 

Driven  by  desperation  we  seek 
them  out  jn  nooks  and  crannies 
throughout  the  house.  Small  hoards 
multiply  and  as  we  count  pennies  in 
two's  or  five's,  they  suddenly  grow  to 
become  enough  to  buy  what  we 
feared  we  could  not  have. 

So  in  remembrance  of  those  limes 
of  desperanon  and  in  hope  they'll 
never  come  again,  take  out  a  cent,  flip 
it  jauntily  and  wish  a  happy  birthday 
to  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Just  for  luck 


6    Wednesday,  April  4,  1990  THE  STATE  JOURNAL-REGISTER  Springfield,  lllino 


Lincoln  sculpture 
by  penny  designer 
to  go  on  display 

a  rare  sculpture  of  Abraham  Lin- 

^"haTpermanently,  M-N 
M0™  "broaze  .o-rette.  sculpture 
intendent  Larry  B  a^  Dy     Ind.,  in 

Center  at  10:30  a.m.  Monday 
The  sculpture  is  tnejjort  ot  Victor 

plaster  cast  was  destroyed. 

The  sculpture  will  he  ^pMed  a. 

me  Visitors  Ceh'f-^Some. 
a  museum  aide  at  Lincoln 

to  house  the  wor*.  lptureis 
about  9  by  12  Jat  also 

tare  the  likeness  oUrea  pe^ted  ^ 

Lincoln  PWTJJJ™^  100th  an- 
1909,  to  commemorate  we 
niversary  of  Lincoln  s  birth. 


THE  PENNY 

Suppose  our  civilization  were  destroyed  and  20,000  years  later  someone  from  another  planet 
landed  on  earth  and  began  poking  around  in  the  ruins  of  Detroit  (Atlanta/Orlando/etc.)...  if  he 
found  just  one  penny  here... he  would  know  much  about  us. 

Because  the  coin  is  a  blend  of  metals,  he  would  know  that  we  were  miners  and  knew  the  sciences 
of  metallurgy. 

The  penny  is  a  circle,  so  he  would  know  we  understood  geometry. 

The  wheat  on  the  back  of  the  penny  would  let  him  know  that  we  were  an  agricultural  country 
and  attributed  much  of  our  wealth  and  success  to  our  work  in  the  fields. 

The  phrase  "e  pluribus  unum"  on  the  penny  would  let  him  know  we  are  scholars. . .we  understand 
foreign  languages. 

The  phrase  United  States  of  America  would  tell  him  we  were  a  group  of  local  governments  bound 
together  by  a  strong  federated  government. 

The  date  on  the  face  of  the  penny  would  inform  him  we  understood  arithmetic,  and  that  we 
had  a  calendar. 

The  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln  would  mark  us  as  artists  that  had  an  advanced  culture. 

The  work  "liberty"  would  let  him  know  we  sought  to  guarantee  freedom  for  every  man,  everywhere. 

And  than  the  phrase  "in  God  we  trust"...  from  that  he  would  understand  that  we  had  a  strong 
moral  law  and  know  that  our  leadership  among  nations  had  come  from  the  great  hand  of  God,  and 
then  considering  that  penny,  he  might  wonder  -  "Why  did  they  ever  go  astray?" 

Derric  Johnson 
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Lincoln  cent  spends  100  years  in  circulation 

Lowly  penny,  an  American  icon,  is  still  changing  today 

Saturday,  August  1 ,  2009  5:33  PM 

BY  GERALD  TEBBEN 

THE  COLUMBUS  DISPATCH 

Say  happy  birthday  to  the  pennies  in  your  pocket.  The  Lincoln  cent  turns  100  today. 

Born  in  controversy,  the  copper  --  now  mostly  zinc  --  coin  has  become  an  American  icon.  The  front, 
showing  artist  Victor  David  Brenner's  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  the  longest-running  U.S.  coin 
design  and,  according  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  the  most-reproduced  piece  of  art  in  the 
history  of  the  world. 

The  cent  was  part  of  a  redesign  of  the  nation's  coinage  ordered  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  It 
was  the  first  U.S.  coin  issued  for  general  circulation  that  showed  a  real  person.  Earlier  coins,  including 
the  Indian  cent  that  preceded  it,  depicted  personifications  of  Liberty. 

Mint  records  show  that  more  than  450  billion  Lincoln  cents  have  been  minted  since  1909,  as  many  as 
1 7  billion  in  a  single  year  (1 982)  and  never  fewer  than  7  million  (1 922). 

When  the  Lincoln  cent  was  released  into  circulation  on  Aug.  2,  1909,  crowds  gathered  at  distribution 
points  in  major  cities.  In  New  York  City,  police  were  called  to  control  the  throng,  and  at  least  one 
person  was  arrested.  Boys  who  endured  the  lines  hawked  the  coins  on  street  corners.  '"Here  you  are  -- 
three  Lincoln  cents  for  a  nickel,'  was  the  call  heard  all  over  town,"  The  New  York  Times  reported. 

A  cent  is  not  worth  much  today,  but  in  1909  it  had  the  buying  power  of  about  22  cents  in  today's 
money. 

Many  buyers  hoped  to  strike  it  rich  because  of  three  tiny  letters  on  the  coin's  back  -  V.D.B.  Brenner 
placed  his  initials  at  the  bottom  of  the  back  where  two  wheat  ears  met. 

Even  though  coin  designers  had  signed  their  works  with  their  initials,  or  even  full  names,  for  thousands 
of  years,  there  were  scattered  complaints  about  the  location  and  size  of  Brenner's  initials.  Rumors 
spread  that  the  coin  would  be  recalled,  making  it  even  more  valuable. 

Responding  to  the  criticism,  Treasury  Secretary  Franklin  MacVeagh  ordered  production  stopped  on 
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Aug. 5  and  the  initials  removed  from  the  dies. 

Those  first  cents,  which  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  mints,  did  eventually  rise  in 
value.  Today,  uncirculated  century-old  1909-VDB  Philadelphia  cents  are  valued  in  coin  catalogues  at 
$25.  Rarer  San  Francisco  coins,  which  have  a  small  S  mint  mark  below  the  date,  sell  for  $2,400  and 
up  in  uncirculated  condition,  according  to  Coin  Values  magazine. 

MacVeagh  had  signed  off  on  the  design  months  before  the  coin's  release,  but  he  said  he  had  not 
noticed  the  offending  V.D.B. 

Over  the  years,  darker  motives  have  been  ascribed  to  the  removal  of  the  initials.  Brenner  was  a  private 
medalist  and  a  Jewish  immigrant.  Mint  employees,  particularly  Chief  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber, 
chafed  at  seeing  outsiders  work  on  U.S.  coins  and  fought  using  them  at  every  turn.  Some 
numismatists  believe,  too,  that  anti-Semitism  might  have  played  a  part  in  the  decision  to  remove 
Brenner's  initials. 

In  1918,  the  year  after  Barber  died,  Brenner's  initials  were  returned  to  the  coin  -  in  letters  so  small  you 
need  a  magnifying  glass  to  see  them  -  on  the  beveled  edge  at  the  base  of  Lincoln's  portrait.  They 
remain  there  today. 

The  coin  was  produced  essentially  unchanged  for  its  first  50  years.  In  celebration  of  the  150th 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth,  a  view  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  replaced  the  wheat  ears  on  the  back  of 
the  coin  in  1959.  The  design  remained  in  production  through  2008. 

This  year,  the  cent  is  being  struck  with  four  reverses  -  marking  Lincoln's  childhood,  formative  years, 
professional  life  and  presidency.  The  new  coins  are  hard  to  find  in  circulation  now,  but  hundreds  of 
millions  of  each  design  are  being  minted,  and  they  will  never  be  rare. 

The  back  of  the  Lincoln  cent  will  change  again  next  year.  The  U.S.  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  which 
reviews  coinage  designs,  has  recommended  a  flag.  Brenner's  portrait  of  Lincoln,  though,  will  endure 
into  a  second  century. 

gtebben@dispatch.com 
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1909  VJ).B.  Lincoln  Cent  on  NASA's  Mars 
Rover  Curiosity 

by  Darrin  Lee  Unser  on  September  26,  2012  •  1 0  comments 

NASA's  Mars  rover  Curiosity  has  taken  the  first  photographs  of  a  camera  calibration  target  that 
actually  includes  a  classic  United  States  coin.  Found  in  the  target  is  a  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent. 


The  Lincoln  cent  in  this  image  is  part  of  a  camera  calibration  target  on  NASA's  Mars  rover 
Curiosity.  The  Mars  Hand  Lens  Imager  (MAHLI)  camera  on  the  rover  took  this  and  other  images 
of  the  MAHLI  calibration  target  during  the  34th  Martian  day,  or  sol,  of  Curiosity's  work  on  Mars 
(Sept.  9,  2012).  Image  Credit:  NASA/JPL-Caltech/Malin  Space  Science  Systems. 

The  century  old  coin  and  other  calibration  devices  are  used  by  Curiosity's  Mars  Hand  Lens 
Imager  (  MAHLI)  to  test  its  performance.  MAHLI  is  capable  of  focusing  on  objects  as  close  as 
2.1  centimeters  up  to  infinity. 

The  choice  to  include  the  Lincoln  cent  was  the  recommendation  of  MAHLI's  principal 
investigator,  Ken  Edgett. 


"The  penny  is  on  the  MAHLI  calibration  target  as  a  tip  of  the  hat  to  geologists'  informal  practice 
of  placing  a  coin  or  other  object  of  known  scale  in  their  photographs.  A  more  formal  practice  is 
to  use  an  object  with  scale  marked  in  millimeters,  centimeters  or  meters,"  Edgett  said.  "Of 
course,  this  penny  can't  be  moved  around  and  placed  in  MAHLI  images;  it  stays  affixed  to  the 
rover." 

This  specific  coin  was  actually  purchased  by  Edgett  for  use  on  Mars  rover  Curiosity.  He  chose 
the  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  Cent  originally  because  the  rover  was  due  to  launch  in  2009,  the 
centennial  of  the  Lincoln  Cent.  Delays  would  force  the  launch  back  to  20 1 1 ,  but  the  choice  to 
still  use  the  same  coin  remained  as  its  specifications  had  already  been  committed  to. 

Lincoln  Cents  made  their  first  appearance  in  1 909  as  part  of  a  1 00th  anniversary  celebration  of 
the  birth  of  the  1 6th  President  of  the  United  States,  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  original  Lincoln  cent 
design  was  the  work  of  artist  Victor  David  Brenner  whose  initials  (V.D.B.)  originally  appear  on 
the  reverse  of  the  coin. 

"Everyone  in  the  United  States  can  recognize  the  penny  and  immediately  know  how  big  it  is,  and 
can  compare  that  with  the  rover  hardware  and  Mars  materials  in  the  same  image,"  stated  Edgett. 
"The  public  can  watch  for  changes  in  the  penny  over  the  long  term  on  Mars.  Will  it  change 
color?  Will  it  corrode?  Will  it  get  pitted  by  windblown  sand?" 

Coins  have  been  used  previously  on  NASA  missions  as  part  of  other  instrument  packages. 
However,  this  marks  the  first  time  that  one  will  be  monitored  for  changes  as  it  is  subjected  to  the 
conditions  of  the  surface  of  another  planet. 

Mars  rover  Curiosity  launched  at  7:02  a.m.  PST  on  November  26,  201 1.  The  ten-foot  long  rover 
was  designed  to  "search  areas  of  Mars  for  past  or  present  conditions  favorable  for  life,  and 
conditions  capable  of  preserving  a  record  of  life,"  according  to  NASA. 

For  the  latest  news  about  NASA's  Mars  rover  Curiosity  and  the  Mars  mission,  visit: 
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/msl/index.html 


LINCOLN'S  FACE  ON  THE  PENNY 


Of  course  you  have  seen  Lincoln's  face 
on  the  penny.  Can  you  tell  why  Victor 
David  Brenner,  who  put  the  face  there, 
preferred  the  penny  to  the  half  dollar?  Be- 
cause Lincoln's  face  on  the  penny  would 
jingle  in  the  pockets  of  more  people — those 
common  people  of  whom  Lincoln  said, 
"God  must  love  the  common  people  be- 
cause he  made  so  many  of  them."  This 
fact  has  invested  ithe  Lincoln  penny  with 
unusual  value;  it  represents  more  than  an 
artistic  or  a  commercial  triumph.  Mr. 
Brenner's  idea  was  to  make  Lincoln's  face 
on  the  penny  reveal  so  much  of  the  heart 
of  this  great  President  that  even  the 
humblest  worker  and  mosit  discouraged 
laborer  might  find  comfort  from  the  last 
penny  in  his  pocket  by  looking  upon  the 
face  of  this  noble  man. 


Queen 


Victoria  &  Lincoln 




Abraham  Lincoln— Queen  Victoria 

'Three"  ulTlToTZr^  ^  "In  ApH1  isSUe  Under  thc  fading 
rr^  R   ,  u         Woman>   you  give  first  place  to  Queen  Victoria  of 

This  may  be  so.  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  total  number  of 
ZZXZT:5  ^         Bntish  E-P-  throughout  X  w  r  d 

her  a  clo      ace  if  Z     ,  "**  ^  °Ur  °W"  Li"C°ln  ™st  ™ 

total  nTmber  of'  Li  nf  ♦  n°'  paSSed  her-  °ur  »**  records  show  the 
total  number  of  Lincoln  cents  issued- so  far,  including  the  first  four  months 
of  the  present  year,  to  be  1,359,654,049-a  huge  number 

The  first  Lincoln  cent-why  some  people  persist  in  callino-  this  coin  - 
thTfh1S,m°re  tha"  1         u»derst-d-aPPeared  in  1909.    Our  law    are  Lh 
hat  the  design  on  a  coin  must  remain  unchanged  for  twenty-five  years  except 
an  Act  o   Congress  should  decree  a  change.    The  Lincoln  cent  then  w  11  p rob 
ably  continue  until  1934.    If  it  does,  the  number  of  coins  issu ed  havinl  Un 
coin's  bust  will  be  much  greater  than  those  struck  durLg  V ^LrilVretn 
Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.    All  honor  to  Lincoln  " 

We  are  ready  and  willing  to  honor  Lincoln— the  oTeat  WnH  nf  T7  a 
m  oil  possible  ways.    No  man  has  ever  done  more  fnr  T  !  ^eedom, 

Another  great  American  President-Wilson  with  a  soliw  /  «.  ,  ,  teS" 
will  give  Freedom  to  the  entire  world.  behmd  h{m~ 


Profile  on  Lincoln  Penny  Designed 

By  an  Immigrant  of  Russian  Birth 


Theodore  Roosevelt,  as  President,  Saw  the  Bronze  Likeness  of  the  Civil  War  Lead- 
er and  Admired  It  so  Much  That  He  Had  It  Used  on  the  Coin  in  1909,  the 
Centenary  of  the  Rail-Splitter's  Birth— It  Was  the  Work  of  Victor  David  Bren- 
ner, Who  Came  to  This  Country  in  1890. 


THE  Lincoln  penny  came  into  existence 
in  1909,  the  same  year  the  United 
States  celebrated  the  100th  anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. Theodore  Roosevelt,  ihen  President, 
made  a  trip  to  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  to  lay  a  cor- 
nerstone for  a  memorial  at  Lincoln's  birth- 
place. His  attention  was  attracted  by  a  bronze 
profile  of  Lincoln.  The  President  admired  it 
very  much,  and,  believing  that  it  should  be 
more  widely  known,  ordered  its  use  on  a  new 
1-cent  piece.  The  Patriots'  and  Pioneers'  Me- 
morial Foundation  of  Kansas  City  has  called 
attention  to  the  forgotten  facts  about  the  Lin- 
coln penny. 

The  designer  of  the  Lincoln  penny  and  of 
the  Lincoln  profile  in  bronze  which  first  at- 
tracted President  Roosevelt's  attention  was 
Victor  David  Brenner,  a  Russian-born  immi- 
grant who  came  to  this  country  when  he  was 
19  years  old.  He  was  born  in  1871.  Brenner's 
first  means  of  livelihood  was  selling  matches 
on  the  street.    At  night  he  studied  art  at 


VICTOR     DAVID     BRENNER,     DESIGNER     OF  THE 
LINCOLN  PENNY. 

Cooper  Union.  Eventually  he  saved  enough 
money  to  enable  him  to  continue  his  art  studies 
in  Paris. 

In  1907  Brenner  made  a  bronze  relief  por- 
trait of  Lincoln.  His  model  was  a  photograph, 
taken  by  Brady,  the  famous  Civil  War  photog- 
rapher, and  discovered  in  a  collection  made 
by  Charles  Elliot  Norton.  It  was  used  on  a 
medal  issued  in  connection  with  the  Lincoln 
birthday  centennial. 


THE  HONOR  PLEASED  BRENNER. 

This  same  profile,  with  little  change,  was  ac- 
cepted enthusiastically  for  the  obverse  side  of 
the  new  Lincoln  penny  by  President  Roosevelt. 
Brenner  naturally  was  pleased  at  the  honor 
his  adopted  country  had  paid  him  in  using 
his  design.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the  new 
pennies,  near  the  rim  and  between  the  two 
conventionalized  heads  of  wheat,  he  placed 
his  initials,  "V.  D.  B." 

Immediately  a  great  hullabaloo  aro.se  over 
the  temerity  of  the  artist  in  thus  "advertising" 
himself.  The  fact  that  the  initials  of  Augustus 
St.  Gaudens  had  appeared  on  $10  and  $20  gold 
pieces,  and  those  of  Bella  L.  Pratt  on  $5  gold 
pieces  of  their  designing  apparently  was  not 
considered  a  precedent  nor  a  mitigating  cir- 
cumstance in  the  case  of  the  designer  of  the 
Lincoln  penny.  The  treasury  department  or- 
dered the  recall  of  the  initialed  pennies  and 
the  making  of  new  dies,  from  which  the  initials 
were  omitted.  However,  about  2  million  of  the 
"V.  D.  B."  pennies  had  been  released  for  cir- 
culation, and  a  mild  speculative  boom  in  the 
price  of  these  at  once  ensued.  For  some  time 
they  sold  at  three  for  a  nickel  among  coin  col- 
lectors. 

The  uproar  over  the  initialed  Lincoln  pennies 
resulted  in  a  widespread  interest  in  getting 
hold  of  Lincoln  pennies.  People  rushed  to  the 
United  States  subtreasury  office  in  New  York 
City  with  currency  in  their  hands,  demanding 
Lincoln  pennies  in  return.  At  the  height  of 
the  "rush"  twenty  policemen  were  required  in 
order  to  preserve  order.  In  scholarly  Boston, 
too,  the  demand  for  Lincoln  pennies  was  great. 
Banks  there  issued  a  regulation,  limiting  the 

number  of  the  new  coins  that  would  be  issued 
to  each  individual  to  fifty. 

GIVEN  AS  SOUVENIRS. 

Business  houses  encased  the  new  pennies  in 
aluminum  plaques,  with  horseshoes  and  4- 
leaf  clovers  stamped  on  them,  and  handed  them 
out  to  patrons  as  souvenirs. 

The  Lincoln  penny  was  the  first  coin  in 
America  to  bear  the  effigy  of  an  American 
President,  although  portraits  of  distinguished 
Americans  long  had  been  in  use  on  United 
States  currency.  In  1863  a  design  for  a  2-cent 
piece,  with  a  head  of  George  Washington,  was 
considered  seriously  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  in  1866,  following  Lincoln's  death, 
it  was  proposed  to  honor  his  memory  by  using 
his  portrait  on  5-cent  pieces.  The  suggestion 
was  rejected,  however,  as  was  that  for  a  Wash- 
ington 2-cent  piece. 

It  was  felt  by  some  devoted  adherents  of 
democracy  that  to  put  the  head  of  a  chief  ex- 
ecutive on  a  coin  was  too  much  like  the  de- 
plorable habit  of  kings  in  plastering  their  fea- 
tures on  coins.  We  always  have  been  distrust- 
ful of  kingly  habits. 

ORIGIN  OF  MOTTO  ON  COINS. 

It  was  in  Civil  War  days  that  the  phrase  "In 
God  We  Trust"  first  was  used  on  American 
coins.  James  Pollock,  director  of  the  mint,  in 
1863  suggested  "God  Our  Trust"  as  an  ap- 
propriate inscription  for  one,  two  and  3 -cent 
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T  LONG  LAST-FOR 


'Lincoln  Cents,  Now  Common, 
Once  Created  Sensation 


By  William  F.  Sunday 

THIS    month    we    observe    the  offer    a    premium    for    the  first 

birthday  of  the  great  emanci-  Lincoln  cents, 
pator,  Abraham  Lincoln.    Despite         Illustrated  is  an  emancipation 

the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  hon-  model  issued  in  1863.'  It  is  sym- 

ored,    respected    and    loved    by  bolic  of  the  successful  efforts  of 

thousands,    it    required    several  Lincoln  to  free  the  Negro  slaves, 

unsuccessful    attempts    to    have  for  it  was  on  Jan.  1,  1863,  that 

hi*   (ortrait  adorn  our  national  he   signed    the   Proclamation  of 

coinage.    He  was  born  Feb.  12,  Emancipation.  The  obverse  bears 

1809,    but   it   was   not  until   the  a  bust  of  Lincoln,  while  on  the 

100th    anniversary   of    his    birth,  reverse    side    an    open    hand  is 

1909    that   the    powers    that    be  shown  with  the  broken  shackles 

decided    that    Lincoln's     profile  in  the  background  and  above  the 

should  appear  on  a  regular  issue  dati,  1863. 
of  our  minor   coins.     Thus  the  i 
appearance  of  the  "Lincoln"  cents 
in  1909  created  a  sensation,  since  j 
they  were  the  first  coins  issued 
for    general     circulation  which 


Immortal  Emancipator 


bore  the  portrait  of  a  president. 
Too  they  were  struck  in  honor 
of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  President  Lincoln. 

The  design  was  from  a  photo- 
graph, then  in  the  possession  of. 
Charles  Elliot  Norton,  and  plaster 
models  were  executed  by  Victor 
D.  Brenner,  a  successful  medal- 
ist of  that  time.  However,  the 
"Lincoln"  cents  had  only  been  in 
ciiculation  one  day  wh<^n  an  ob- 
jectional  feature  was  discovered 
ihat  the  initials  of  the  designer 
(V.  D.  B.)  were  displayed  on  re- 
verse side  of  the  new  coins, 
which  was  considered  illegal. 

New  dies  were  prepared  on 
whicii  the  initials  did  not  appear 
and  the  storm  of  protests  sub- 
sided, but  the  incident  was  not 


easily  forgotten.  It  seems  that 
the  impression  prevailed  that  but 
a  few  of  these  coins  from  the 
earlier  die  had  been  issued  be- 
fore the  die  was  destroyed  and 
replaced   by  a   new  hub. 

But  alas  their  dreams  were 
shattered,  for  27,995,000  pieces 
were  issued,  and  none  was  ever 
recalled,  so  the  coins  could  not 
become  rare. 

Thus  the  "Lincoln"  cents  ot 
1909  with  the  initials  on  the  back 
are  quite  common  today  and  may 
be  purchased  for  a  lew  cents 
each  in  bright  "new"  condition 
In  fact  dealers  in  coins  are  so 
well   stocked   that   they  do  not 


Symbol  of  Freedom 


Lincoln  Penny 

A  poet  writing  in  the  Pheonix  Flame,  house  maga- 
zine ol  The  Phoenix  Metal  Cap  Company  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  edited  by  my  Iriend  Harry 
Higdon,  has  written  an  inspiring  poem  about 
Lincoln  and  the  penny.  I  immediately  clipped  this 
splendid  poem  for  my  scrapbook.  Perhaps  you  will 
like  to  clip  and  keep  it,  too.  So  here  it  is  .  .  . 

Not  on  the  eagle  golden 
Will  we  behold  his  face, 
Nor  yet  on  the  gleaming  silver 
The  honored  features  trace; 
But  to  the  common  copper. 
The  lowly  coin,  instead. 
Has  fallen  the  distinction 
Of  bearing  Lincoln's  head. 

The  millionaire  may  seldom 
Those  noble  outlines  grat-p, 
But  childhood's  chubby  finaers 
The  image  oft  will  clasp; 
The  poor  man  will  esteem  it, 
And  mothers  hold  it  dear  — 
The  plain  and  humble  people 
He  loved  when  he  was  here 


Courlesy  of  Victor  David  Brenner. 


No  king,  this  man,  by  grace  of  God's  intent; 
No,  something  better,  freeman,  President; 
A  nature  modeled  on  a  higher  plan, 
Lord  of  himself,  an  inborn  gentleman." 


